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Chapter 1
Introduction
The following chapter provides a short motivation for the work presented
in this thesis, as well as an outline for the following chapters. A more
thorough literature review is presented in chapter 3
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1.1

Motivation

Hydrogen is the most abundant element in the universe and molecular hydrogen is by far the most abundant molecule in the interstellar medium
(ISM), the region of a galaxy situated between stars [1]. Molecular hydrogen is of great importance in several chemical and physical processes [2]. It
is essential in the cooling of molecular clouds, which eventually collapse to
form stars. Molecular hydrogen is also essential in the formation of complex molecules, since it acts as a catalyst or reactant in several chemical
reactions. Despite the eﬃcient destruction of molecular hydrogen by UV
photons in some parts of the ISM it is still observed in signiﬁcant quantities
[2]. The observed abundance of molecular hydrogen is not fully understood,
since the known formation routes can not fully explain these abundances,
given known rates of destruction. At temperatures below 20 K and above
several hundreds K eﬃcient formation routes have been identiﬁed through
adsorption of atomic hydrogen on interstellar dust grains [3] [4]. However,
at intermediate temperatures eﬃcient formation routes have yet to be identiﬁed. In this temperature regime polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs)
have been suggested as possible catalysts, since a correlation has been observed between molecular hydrogen formation rates and PAH emission in
certain parts of the ISM [5].
Carbon is the fourth most abundant element in the universe and in the
ISM 5 - 20 % of all carbon is thought to be locked up in PAHs [6] [7]. PAHs
are a group of molecules consisting of three or more fused aromatic rings. On
earth PAHs can be found in oil, coal, soot, etc.; and are also a by-product of
incomplete combustion [8]. PAHs are also present in barbecued and smoked
food [9] and are essential for some of the good taste. PAHs are known to
have negative health eﬀects and are in many cases found to be carcinogenic
[10]. Research therefore continue on PAH combustion and destruction.
In the ISM PAHs can be detected through their infrared (IR) emission
features and close inspection of these reveal that they typically have a size
ranging from 50 - 150 carbon atoms [2]; exist as both neutrals, cations and
anions [2]; and in certain regions of the ISM, they are thought to have
additional hydrogen atoms attached, i.e. they are superhydrogenated [11]
[12]. The PAHs are thought to be important in the heating of molecular
clouds, for the ionization balance of clouds and in several chemical reactions,
including the formation of molecular hydrogen, as previously mentioned.
The aim of my PhD project is to investigate the reactions between atomic

1.1. MOTIVATION

3

hydrogen and neutral PAHs using modern surface science techniques. This
has been conducted in order to investigate the catalytic activity of PAHs in
the formation of molecular hydrogen. The experiments carried out in this
thesis have involved the PAH coronene (C24 H12 ) deposited on a graphite
surface. The coronene ﬁlms have been exposed to atomic hydrogen or deuterium. The eﬀects of hydrogenation/deuteration of the coronene ﬁlms have
been studied using temperature programmed desorption (TPD) and scanning tunnelling microscopy (STM), and have in several cases been compared
to density functional theory (DFT) calculations.
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1.2

Outline

This section will provide an overview of the structure of this thesis and a
short introduction to each chapter. The structure is a follows:
• Chapter 2 gives a theoretical introduction to the two primary experimental techniques used in this thesis; TPD (section 2.1) and STM
(section 2.2). The chapter includes a short section about analysis of
TPD spectra. The chapter also includes a short introduction to DFT
calculations (section 2.3) which have been used as comparison for several of the experiments presented.
• Chapter 3 introduces PAHs and will give a context to the work presented in chapters 4 and 5, by discussing previous work relevant to the
subject. This includes PAHs in general (section 3.1), PAHs and their
interaction with atomic hydrogen (section 3.2) and a short introduction to the ISM (section 3.3).
• Chapter 4 is the main results chapter of this thesis and will present
some of the results obtained using TPD during my PhD. The chapter
begins by discussing experiments on the desorption of pristine coronene
from graphite and the desorption kinetics involved (section 4.1). The
subsequent sections are dedicated to the deuteration of coronene on
graphite and the eﬀects on the molecular mass distribution (section
4.2), the reaction addition and abstraction cross-sections (section 4.3),
and the change in desorption kinetics during deuteration (section 4.4).
The last section will discuss experiments on the deuteration of coronene
through interaction with deuterated graphite (section 4.4).
• Chapter 5 will present some of the results obtained using STM during my PhD. This includes STM measurements on pristine coronene
on graphite and STM measurements of hydrogenated coronene on
graphite.
• Chapter 6 gives a summary of all the results presented in the thesis
and discuss future experiments. This chapter also works as an abstract
for the whole thesis.

Chapter 2
Methods
This chapter will give a short introduction to temperature programmed
desorption (TPD) and scanning tunneling microscopy (STM), the two primary experimental techniques used for the work presented in this thesis. All
experiments were carried out under ultrahigh vacuum (UHV) conditions.
The chapter also includes a very short introduction to density functional
theory (DFT) calculations, although I have not been directly involved in
executing these calculations.

5
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2.1

Temperature programmed desorption

TPD, also known as thermal desorption spectroscopy (TDS), describes the
process where a sample is heated, while the molecules/atoms desorbing from
the sample are probed. By controlling the increase in temperature this can
give information about the adsorption/desorption kinetics and thermodynamics. In the experiments carried out in this work the desorbing molecules
have been detected using a quadropole mass spectrometer (QMS), providing
information about the molecular species desorbing from the surface. TPD
is the primary technique used in my research, therefore a more thorough
description of TPD is presented.

2.1.1

Adsorption and desorption

In order to understand TPD it is vital to understand the adsorption and
desorption processes. Adsorption generally describes a process whereby a
molecule forms a bond with the surface of another material. Adsorption is
generally divided into two categories depending on bond type, physisorpiton
and chemisorption.
In physisorption the bond between the adsorbate and the surface is due
to the van der Walls interaction, where by a dipole in the adsorbate interacts with the solid. This means that the physisorption state is a barrier-less
adsorption state, as illustrated in the energy diagram in ﬁgure 2.1(a). Consequently all atoms and molecules will be able to physisorb. The binding
energy or adsorption energy, Ead , of the physisorption state is, however, generally weak (50 - 500 meV/atom [13]) and therefore physisorption often only
occurs at low temperature. In some cases the physisorption state is just a
precursor state to the chemisorption state.
In the chemisorption state the adsorbate forms a chemical bond with the
surface i.e. a covalent, ionic or metallic bond. Hence there is an overlap
between the electronic orbital of the adsorbate and the surface. This generally leads to a lot larger adsorption energies (1 - 10 eV/atom [13]) than
for physisorption. Sometimes it is favourable for the adsorbate to dissociate
upon adsorption and adsorb the fragments. This is known as dissociative
adsorption. In many cases there will be an activation barrier or heat of adsorption, Had , for the adsorbate to adsorb on the surface, as illustrated in
the example in ﬁgure 2.1(b).
Desorption, on the other hand, describes the process where the adsorbate
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(b)

Figure 2.1: Illustrations of energy diagrams of the adsorption potentials for (a)
physisorption and (b) chemisorption. The desorption energie (Edes ) and the heat
of adsorption (Had ) are labelled in the illustrations. Modiﬁed from [14]

leaves the surface. This is an activated process, that requires the adsorbate
to gain energy. This energy is known as the desorption energy, Edes , and
can be visualized as the energy needed to get out of the adsorption well, or:
Edes = Ead + Had

(2.1)

The desorption process can be activated by increasing the temperature of
the sample or stimulated by electrons or light. In some cases the adsorbate
will react to form lager molecules during the desorption process. This is
known as associative desorption.
An important parameter when looking at adsorption ﬁlm growth is the
coverage of adsorbates. The absolute coverage of a surface is the number
of adsorbates on the surface. This is often very diﬃcult to determine, so
instead the relative coverage, θ, of the surface is often used. θ is deﬁned as
the ratio between the number of occupied sites on the surface to the total
number of available sites on the surface, hence for a complete monolayer
θ = 1. For adsorbate coverages close to a complete monolayer (ML), as well
as for possible multilayers, interaction between adsorbates starts to aﬀect the
growth of the layer. The formation of mono- and multilayers depend on the
adsorbate-adsorbate interaction, as well as the adsorbate-surface interaction.
The strength of these interactions provides three diﬀerent models for the
growth mode of the adsorbates:

8
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Figure 2.2: Illustration of the three growth modes for adsorption: (a) Frank-van
der Merve growth; (b) Vollmer-Weber growth; and (c) Stranski-Krastarnov growth
[16].

(a) Frank-van der Merve growth occurs when the adsorbate-surface interactions is stronger than the interaction between the adsorbates. This
results in the formation of a full layer before the above layer starts to
form. Frank-van der Merve growth is also called layer-by-layer growth.
Frank-van der Merve growth is illustrated in ﬁgure 2.2(a).
(b) Vollmer-Weber growth occurs when the interaction between the adsorbates is stronger than the adsorbate-surface interaction. This results in
island formation, therefore, Volmer-Weber growth is also called island
growth. Volmer-Weber growth is illustrated in ﬁgure 2.2(b).
(c) Stranski-Krastanov growth is the intermediate case. After the formation of one or several complete monolayers, island formation starts to
occur. The growth is not only dependent on the interaction between
the adsorbates and the adsorbate-surface interaction, but can also be
aﬀected by lattice mismatch between the adsorbates and the substrate
or the orientations of the overlayers with respect to the substrate [15].
Stranski-Krastarnov growth is illustrated in ﬁgure 2.2(c) and it is also
known as layer-plus-island growth.

2.1.2

The Polanyi-Wigner equation

A thermally induced desorption process, like during a TPD measurement,
can be described with a rate equation known as the Polanyi-Wigner equation,
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where the rate of desorption, rdes , is given as:


−E
dθ
des
rdes = − = νθn exp
dt
kB T

9

(2.2)

where ν is a pre-exponential factor, n is the desorption order, kB is the
Boltzmann constant and T is the temperature of the surface. In TPD experiments the temperature is usually increased linearly, meaning that the
following substitution can be made:
dθ dT
dθ
dθ
=
·
=
β
(2.3)
dt
dT dt
dT
where β is the linear temperature ramp rate. Inserting this into equations
2.2 yields:


−Edes
dθ
ν n
rdes = −
= θ exp
(2.4)
dT
β
kB T
Since linear ramp rates have been used in all TPD experiments presented
in this thesis, it is this modiﬁed Polanyi-Wigner equation that will be used
here. An important assumption when using the Polanyi-Wigner equation
for data analysis, is that the monitored desorption signal is proportional to
the rate of desorption. Hence the pumping speed of the UHV chamber has
to be constant and suﬃciently high to prevent signiﬁcant re-adsorption of
desorbed atoms/molecules onto the sample.
In typical TPD experiments the coverage for a speciﬁc TPD curve is
determined by comparing the integrated area under the TPD curve, with the
area under a curve with a known θ, for instance for a complete monolayer.
Generally n can be related to the number of steps involved in the desorption reaction. First-order desorption is normally associated with monolayer
systems, where the adsorbed molecules/atoms can leave the surface individually. This means that the desorption rate is only dependent on the
concentration of the adsorbate itself and not dependent on the concentration of other adsorbates. Second-order desorption is also associated with
monolayers, but where the adsorbed molecules/atoms have to combine to
desorb. Therefore the desorption rate is dependent on the concentration
squared. For multilayers zero-order desorption is usually observed, since the
inﬂuence from the surface is gradually screened out, until the bonding almost
resembles that in a condensed solid of the pure adsorbate and the desorption
rate is therefore completely independent of coverage. In some cases n can

10
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be of fractional order, if the Polanyi-Wigner equation is used on a systems
for which it is not deﬁned. This is, for instance, true for desorption from
island edges, which is usually associated with half order kinetics [17].
The desorption order has a large eﬀect on the shape of the TPD curve.
This can be seen by looking at the Polanyi-Wigner equation at the desorption
peak maximum, Tp . Since this is a maximum:
d2 θ
=0
(2.5)
dT 2
So by diﬀerentiating equation 2.4 and setting the resulting expression
equal to zero, one obtains:


−Edes
Edes
ν n−1
= nθ
exp
(2.6)
kb Tp2
β
kB T p
From this equation it is clear that Tp is independent of coverage for ﬁrstorder kinetics, while Tp decreases with coverage for second-order kinetics.
These and other characteristics can be observed in ﬁgure 2.3 (a) and (b)
where several ﬁrst and second order TPDs have been simulated. In ﬁgure
2.3 (c) a set of zero-order TPDs have been simulated. For zero-order all of
the TPDs have a common onset independent of coverage and Tp increases
with θ. This can also be seen from the Polanyi-Wigner equation, where rdes
is independent of θ for zero-order desorption and rdes increases exponentially
with temperature until all multilayers have been desorbed.
The pre-eksponential factor is generally assumed to be of the same order
of magnitude as the molecular vibrational frequency, and is often taken to
be 1013 s−1 . This assumption, however, only applies to small molecules.
For bigger molecules ν is typically larger than 1013 s−1 [18]. By applying
transition state theory to the Polanyi-Wigner equation it can be shown that
ν is related to the change in entropy during the desorption process, ΔS ‡ , as
[19]:


kB T Q ‡
kB T
ΔS ‡
=
exp
(2.7)
ν=
h Q
h
R
where R is the gas constant. Q and Q‡ are the partition functions for
the adsorbed and transition state respectively. This means that through
diﬀerent estimates of the entropy of the adsorbed state, ν can be calculated.
ν can vary both with temperature and coverage, but is often assumed to be
constant relative to both.
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Figure 2.3: TPD simulations: (a) First-order desorption. (b) Second-order desorption. (c) Zero-order desorption. For all of the simulations the following parameters were used: Edes = 1.48 eV; ν = 1.7 · 1018 s−1 and β = 1 K s−1
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2.1.3

Data analysis

A vast range of methods exist for analysing TPD spectra and extracting
kinetic information on the desorption from these. Several reviews have been
published on this subject [20] [21] [22]. A few analysis methods will be
discussed in this section. Most of the analysis methods rely on a set of TPD
spectra measured for diﬀerent coverages in order to determine Edes and ν.
However if the desorption follows ﬁrst-order kinetics and ν is known Edes
can be determined directly from Tp , since this is independent of θ. This can
be achieved using the Redhead equation [23], given as:



νTp
Edes = kb Tp ln
− 3.46
(2.8)
β
A more comprehensive analysis method is the Falconer-Madix analysis
[24]. The Falconer-Madix analysis method uses a series of TPD spectra with
diﬀerent initial coverages. For each spectrum the coverage is determined as
a function of temperature using this method:

θ(T ) = 1 −

T
0

rdes (T )dT

(2.9)

θ(T ) and rdes (T ) can now be rearranged into isothermal data sets for a
speciﬁc temperature, T . Equation 2.4 is rewritten as:
 
ν
Edes
ln(rdes ) = ln
+ n · ln(θ) −
β
kB T

(2.10)

By plotting ln(rdes ) as a function of θ, for each isothermal data set,
equation 2.10 shows that a linear ﬁt will yield n as the slope, while the
intercept will be
 
ν
Edes
intercept = ln
−
β
kB T

(2.11)

The intercept can now be plotted for each isothermal data set, as a
function of 1/T and a linear ﬁt will give −Edes /kB as the slope and ln(ν/β)
as the intercept. Hence this method can be used to determine both n, Edes
and ν.
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The Falconer-Madix analysis assumes that both ν and Edes are independent of θ. If this is not the case equation 2.10 is no longer valid and should
be replaced with [25]:



d ln(rdes /θn )
∂ ln(ν(θ)/β)
∂Edes (θ)
dθ
−Edes (θ)
1
+
=
×
−
d(1/T )
kb
d(1/T )
∂θ
kb T
∂θ
T
(2.12)
It is not possible to evaluate the second order terms of this equation,
hence this is only usefull when the second order terms can be ignored and
equation 2.12 reduces to 2.10. This is possible in three cases. If Edes and
ν are independent of θ the second order terms disappear and the FalconerMadix analysis can be used. If dθ/d(1/T ) is zero or vanishingly small the
equation reduces to that used in the Habenschaden-Küppers (HK) analysis
method and the complete analysis method which are described later. The
second order terms also disappear if 1/kB T [∂Edes (θ)/∂θ] = ∂ ln ν(θ)/∂θ.
This can, however, not be predicted.
In the HK or leading edge analysis method [26] only a small temperature interval at the low T, high θ part of the desorption peak is analysed,
i.e. the leading edge. If the interval is small enough this will reduce to
dθ/d(1/T ) ∼ 0. The right side of equation 2.10 can now be plotted against
1/T . This can be ﬁtted with a linear ﬁt, with −Edes (θ)/kB as the slope
and ln(ν(θT )/β) as the intercept. The HK analysis can be used on diﬀerent
temperature intervals on the leading edge, and conveys information on the
coverage dependence of Edes and ν.
The complete analysis method [25] uses a family of TPD curves. For each
spectrum a ﬁxed coverage θi is found and rdes (θi ) and T (θi ) are identiﬁed.
These values are rearranged into coverage constant data sets. For each data
set the coverage is constant, so dθ/d(1/T ) = 0, reducing equation 2.12 to:

ln

rdes
θin




= ln

ν(θi )
β


−

Edes (θi )
kb T

(2.13)

If the desorption order is known, the right side of equation 2.13 can
be plotted relative to 1/T . Fitting this with a linear function will yield
−Edes (θi )/kB as the slope and ν(θi ) as the intercept. This can be repeated
over the whole range of coverages, yielding Edes (θ) and ν(θ).
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Figure 2.4: A schematic and a picture of the Big Chamber. This chamber has
been used for all the TPD experiments presented in this thesis.

If any of these methods are used outside their range of validity or for poor
quality data it can result in large errors, due to the so-called compensation
eﬀect. If the assumption that dθ/d(1/T ) ∼ 0 is false the second order sum is
forced to be zero. This means that Edes (θ) and ν(θ) will vary in concert to
keep ν exp(−Edes /kB T ) constant, in other words compensating each other.
The result is that a lot of diﬀerent sets of Edes and ν can give a good ﬁt to
the data, which can result in incorrect values for Edes and ν.

2.1.4

Experimental setup

All the TPD experiments presented in this thesis were performed in an ultrahigh vacuum (UHV) chamber known as the Big Chamber. The chamber
has a base pressure of <10−10 mbar and is located in the Surface Dynamics Laboratory at the Department of Physics and Astronomy, at Aarhus
University. An illustration and a picture of the chamber is shown in ﬁgure
2.4. Samples of interest can be placed in a Ta sample holder mounted in a
watercooled copper block. The sample can be heated through electron bombardment of the backside of the sample holder. Electrons are emitted from
a W ﬁlament and the sample holder is biased with a positive voltage of 500
- 1000 V relative to the ﬁlament in order to heat the sample as high as 1300
K. In order to measure the temperature of the sample, a C-type thermocouple is squeezed between the front side of the sample and the sample holder.
The temperature of the sample is controlled with a model 340 LakeShore
PID temperature controller, which allows for accurate control of the heat-
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Figure 2.5: One of the quartz nozzles designed to cool the atomic H/D beam.
The nozzle shown in this picture is estimated to cool the D beam to ∼1000 K

ing rate. Deposition of molecular ﬁlms can be achieved using a home-built
Knudsen cell evaporation source. The sample can be exposed to an atomic
hydrogen/deuterium, H/D, beam produced by dissociating H2 (AGA, 6.0)
or D2 (Air Liquide, >99.9% ) with a hot capillary source similar to the one
described by Tschersich et al. [27] [28] [29]. The source is operated at 2300
K giving 2300 K H/D atoms. In order to reduce the temperature of the H/D
beam, bent quartz tubes can be attached to the front of the source cooling
the H/D atoms through collisions. A picture of one of these tubes is shown
in ﬁgure 2.5. By estimating the average amount of collisions and assuming
elastic collisions between the D-atoms and SiO2 , the beam temperature was
estimated. For the nozzle shown in ﬁgure 2.5 the beam temperature was
found to be ∼ 1000 K. The ﬂux of the hydrogen source can be calibrated
through TPD measurements of D chemisorped on Si(100) [30][31].
The chamber is equipped with two QMSs: a rotatable and diﬀerentially
pumped Extrel CMS LLC with a cross ionization source and a mass range
from 1 - 500 amu; and a diﬀerentially pumped Pﬁeﬀer Vacuum Prisma with
a mass range of 1 - 200 amu. The Pﬁeﬀer QMS is mounted on an extendable
arm ﬁtted with a Feulener cap [32] which can be brought within 1 mm of
the sample surface, giving high sensitivity.
The chamber is also equipped with a sputter ion gun, low energy electron
diﬀraction (LEED) optics and auger electron spectroscopy optics, which were
used for Si(100) sample preparation.
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Figure 2.6: Band diagrams for (a) positive and (b) negative bias voltage. T
corresponds to the tip and S to the surface.

2.2

Scanning tunnelling microscopy

The STM was developed in the start of the 1980s by Heinrich Rohrer and
Gerhard Binnig [33] [34] [35] at IBM. An achievement that was rewarded
with the Nobel prize in 1986. STM uses quantum mechanical tunnelling
to provide three-dimensional images of surfaces at atomic scale resolution.
When placing a metal tip at a distance, z, of a few Å from a conducting
surface, the wave function of the tip will overlap with that of the surface.
Electrons can then ﬂow from the tip to the surface or vice versa and a rapid
charge transfer takes place between them until equilibrium is achieved and
the Fermi levels are aligned. By applying a voltage, Vt , between tip and
sample the Fermi levels are shifted and electrons will ﬂow from the ﬁlled
states in the tip to the empty state of the sample or vice versa depending
on the polarity of Vt . This results in a measurable tunnel current, It . An
illustration of how the Fermi levels shift is shown in ﬁgure 2.6. In ﬁgure 2.6
T corresponds to the band diagram of the tip and S to that of the surface,
EFT and EFS are then the respective Fermi energy levels, φT and φS are the
respective work functions, and T (E) is the transmission probability. The
illustration shows how the energy levels are are shifted eVt compared to
each other when a voltage is applied resulting in | T (E) | > 0.
The tunneling current can be approximated at low temperatures and low

2.2. SCANNING TUNNELLING MICROSCOPY

17

voltages using the Wentzel-Kramers-Brillouin (WKB) approximation [36]:
 eVt
It =
ρT (E)ρS (E − eVt )T (E, eVt )dE
(2.14)
0

where ρS and ρT are the local density of states (LDOS) at the energy E and
T (E, eVt ) is the tunneling transmission probability, given by:

√ 
φT + φS eVT
2z 2m
T (E, eVt ) = exp −
+
−E
(2.15)

2
2
where z is distance between tip and sample, m is the mass of the electron
and φT and φS are the work functions of the tip and sample respectively. At
low temperatures and low voltages this will yield:


m(φT + φS )
(2.16)
It = ρT ρS Vt exp −2
2 z
Or by substituting the attenuation constant, κ, we can write [37]:
2m(φT + φS )
(2.17)

This illustrates the strong distance dependence for the tunnelling current
which provides the high in-plane resolution of STM. κ is approximately 1
Å−1 for typical work functions (φT + φS ≈ 4 eV).
It is important to keep in mind that the STM images reﬂect the LDOS
of the surface at the tip position. On metal surfaces this generally coincides with the topography of the surface, but for semiconductors or surfaces
with directional bonding, like graphite, the STM images in general reﬂect
a convolution of the topography and the electronic states. If molecules are
adsorbed on the surface, a convolution of the topography, the electronic
states at the surface and the lowest unoccupied molecular orbitals (LUMO)
or the highest occupied molecular orbitals (HOMO) is observed for positive
or negative bias respectively.
It ∝ exp(−2κ/z)

2.2.1

where : κ =

Experimental setup

All the STM measurements presented in this thesis were carried out on a
commercial Createc LT-STM setup located in the Interdisciplinary Nanoscience
Center at Aarhus University. A picture of the chamber is shown in ﬁgure 2.7.
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Figure 2.7: The Createc LT-STM chamber used for all STM measurements
presented in this thesis

The chamber is divided into two separate compartments, an STM chamber
with a base pressure of <10−10 mbar and a preparation chamber with a base
pressure of <10−9 mbar. The STM chamber is equipped with a Besocke
Beetle type STM [38] and atomic force microscope (AFM) scanner head,
placed in a liquid bath cryostat. The STM can be cooled with either liquid nitrogen (LN2) to 77 K or with liquid helium (LHe) to ∼ 5 K. The
preparation chamber contains a hydrogen atom beam source (HABS) from
MBE Komponenten [27] [28] [29], similar to the one used for the TPD measurements on the Big Chamber. Quartz tubes can also be attached to the
HABS to cool the H-atoms. The chamber is also equipped with a Knudsen
cell evaporation source, sputter ion gun, LEED optics and a QMS for rest
gas analysis.

2.3

Density functional theory

Density functional theory (DFT) is a computational quantum mechanical
method for solving the N-body Schrödinger equation. DFT is based on
the Hohenberg-Kohn theorems [39]. The basis behind DFT is to substitute the many-electron wave function, which contains 3N variables, with the
functional of electron density, n(r), which contains only 3 variables. This
implies that the energy of the system can be described as:
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E[n(r), vext (r)] = T [n(r)] + Vee [n(r)] +

vext (r)n(r)dr

(2.18)

where T [n(r)] is the kinetic energy, Vee [n(r)] is the electron-electron interaction and the integral is the energy associated with the external potential,
vext (r). This is known as the Hohenberg-Kohn energy functional. Solving
this equation, however, is not straight forward. In the Kohn-Sham approach
[40] the electrons in general are viewed as non-interacting in an eﬀective
potential, so the energy of the system can be described by:

E[n(r), vext (r)] = T0 [n] + VH [n] +

vext (r)n(r)dr + Exc [n]

(2.19)

where T0 [n] is the kinetic energy of the system with non-interacting electrons,
the eﬀective potential is given by the integral and VH [n] describing the part
of the electron-electron interaction given by classical Coulomb interaction
and Exc [n] is the exchange-correlation functional deﬁned by:
Exc [n] = T [n] − T0 [n] + Vee [n] − VH [n]

(2.20)

The remaining problem then is to ﬁnd a suitable functional for the
exchange-correlation. Several approximations to the exchange-correlation
have been provided, with the local density approximation (LDA) [41] being one of the simplest. In LDA the exchange-correlation is assumed to be
dependent on the electron density at the point where it is being evaluated.
An improvement to the LDA functional can be made using one of the general gradient approximation (GGA) functionals. Here the functional also
takes the gradient of the electron density into account. The most common
GGA functionals are the Becke, three-parameter, Lee-Yang-Parr (B3LYP)
functional [42] and the Perdew, Burke, Ernzerhof (PBE) functional [43]. On
top of the GGA improvement to LDA a non-local term of the exchangecorrelation has also been implemented in the DFT-calculations presented
in this thesis. This is done in order to better describe the van der Walls
interaction. The speciﬁc functional used for the calculations presented in
this thesis is the optB88-vdW functional [44], based on the Becke 88 GGA
functional, which is part of B3LYP.

Chapter 3
Literature overview
This chapter will give a context to the work presented in this thesis
and discuss previous work relevant to the subject. The ﬁrst section will
discuss PAHs in general with focus on their interaction with surfaces. The
second section will introduce the interaction between atomic H and PAHs,
including both neutral and ionized PAHs. The third section will give a
short introduction to the interstellar medium (ISM), with focus on PAHs
and H2 -formation in the ISM.
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Polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons

The primary constituents of PAHs are carbon atoms. Carbon is the chemical element with the the atomic number 6. It occurs naturally in three
diﬀerent isotopes: 12 C accounts for 98.9%, 13 C accounts for 1.1%, while the
radioactive 14 C isotope only exists in trace amounts. Carbon has six electrons, two in the 1s-orbital, two in the 2s-orbital and two in the 2p-orbital.
The electrons in the 2s- and 2p-orbitals are in the valence shell, meaning
that they are able to form chemical bonds. When bonding, the spherical
s-orbital and the three dumbell-shaped p-orbitals will hybridize. The most
common hybridisation is the sp3 -hybridisation where the s-orbital and the
three p-orbitals hybridize into four equivalent sp3 -orbitals, allowing carbon
to form up to four bonds. When bonding these orbitals will form a tetrahedral structure with an angle of 109.5◦ between each orbital. The sp3 -orbitals
and their geometry are illustrated in the third row of ﬁgure 3.1 and are, for
instance, observed in diamond. Carbon can also form three sp2 -hybridized
orbitals, meaning that one p-orbital remains unhybridized. The resulting
orbital pattern is illustrated in the second row of ﬁgure 3.1 and leads to
a planer structure with 120◦ between each of the sp2 -orbitals, with the porbital perpendicular to the bond axis. The sp2 -orbitals are, for instance,
observed in graphene/graphite. Carbon can also form two sp-orbitals leaving two p-orbitals unhybridized. This orbital structure is illustrated in the
ﬁrst row of ﬁgure 3.1 and leads to a linear bond structure, where the two
unhybridized p-orbitals are perpendicular to the bond axis and each other.
The bonds formed on the bond axis are called σ-bonds, while the bonds
formed above and below the bond axis are called π-bonds.
Aromatic hydrocarbons are planar molecules and have to be cyclic, per
deﬁnition. Futhermore they have to follow the Hückel’s rule stating that it
has to have 4n + 2 delocalized π-electrons, where n is zero or any positive
integer. The π-electrons are delocalized above and below the planar skeleton.
The more extensive this π-electron delocalization is, the more stable the
molecule is [1]. The most common aromatic compound is benzene (C6 H6 )
containing only one six-membered aromatic ring. PAHs are the group of
molecules containing three or more fused aromatic rings, however, when
discussing PAHs people often include naphthalene (C10 H8 ) due to similar
physical and chemical properties. Some PAHs are illustrated in ﬁgure 3.2.
The PAHs can be divided into two diﬀerent families, the pericondensed
(left column of ﬁgure 3.2) and the catacondensed (right column of ﬁgure
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Figure 3.1: An illustration of the sp-, sp2 - and sp3 -hybridized orbitals and their
respective geometry [45].

3.2). The pericondensed PAHs contain C-atoms that are members of three
separate rings, i.e. tertiary C-atoms. A subclass of the pericondensed PAHs
are the centrally condensed PAHs, where the rings are ordered cyclically
around one central ring. The centrally condensed PAHs are among the most
stable PAHs, since their structure allows for complete delocalization of the
π-electrons [1]. The catacondensed PAHs are more open molecules, since
any carbon atom may not be a member of more than two separate carbon
rings, i.e. secondary C-atoms only.
In all the experiments presented in this thesis the coronene molecule
(C24 H12 ) has been used as a model PAH. Coronene is a centrally condensed
PAH consisting of 24 carbon atoms where all of the outer edge C-atoms
have one hydrogen atom bound to them. This gives the coronene molecule
an average mass of 300.33 amu. For a coronene molecule containing only
12
C the mass is 300.09 amu. Coronene has an interatomic carbon distance
of 1.40 Å [47], very close to the interatomic distance of the basal plan of
graphite at 1.41 Å. This is one of the reasons why it is often used as a model
for graphite/graphene.
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Figure 3.2: The molecular structure of some selected PAHs. The PAHs are
arranged in two diﬀerent families, the pericondensed PAHs on the left and the
catacondensed PAHs on the right [46].

3.1.1

PAHs on surfaces

Benzene, naphtalene, and several PAHs have been studied both theoretically
and experimentally on a large variety of surfaces. In this thesis the discussion
will mainly concern the PAHs on graphite.
PAHs on graphite have previously been studied with TPD, which is the
primary technique used in this thesis. Zacharie et al. [18] [16] studied the
thermal desorption of benzene, naphthalene, coronene and ovalene (C32 H14 )
from graphite as a model to investigate the interlayer cohesive energy of
graphite. A family of TPD spectra for each species is shown in ﬁgure 3.3.
Zacharia deduced that benzene (ﬁgure 3.3(a)) and naphtalene (ﬁgure 3.3(b))
monolayers adsorb ﬂat on the surface and follow simple ﬁrst-order desorption kinetics, yielding the high temperature peaks in ﬁgure 3.3(a) and (b).
The low temperature peak was atributed to multilayer desorption following zero-order desorption. Benzene also shows a medium temperature peak,
which was attributed to a submonolayer phase change whereby the benzene,
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Figure 3.3: Families of TPD spectra from graphite of (a) benzene, (b) naphthalene, (c) coronene and (d) ovalene. The temperature ramp rate was 0.7 K s−1 , 1.0
K s−1 , 2.0 K s−1 , and 2.0 K s−1 , respectively [18].

close to monolayer coverage, is oriented with the basal plane perpendicular
to the graphite surface to satisfy steric and entropic constraints. This has
also been observed with nuclear magnetic resonance measurements [48]. One
continuously growing peak was observed for coronene (ﬁgure 3.3(c)) and ovalene (ﬁgure 3.3(d)) for both monolayer and multilayer. This was attributed
to fractional-order kinetics, thought to be due to of the high stability of
two-dimensional adsorbate islands up to the desorption temperature. The
desorption order was determined to be 0.27 ± 0.04 and 0.34 ± 0.01 for
coronene and ovalene respectively. This will, for coronene, be disputed by
the measurements presented in section 4.1 showing ﬁrst-order kinetics for
the monolayer and zero-order kinetics for the multilayer [49]. Zacharie et
al. found that benzene, naphthalene, coronene and ovalene monolayers have
the following desorption energies using the Falconer-Madix analysis: 0.50
eV, 0.85 eV, 1.40 eV and 2.1 eV [18].
Structural measurements generally conﬁrm that PAHs adsorb ﬂat on
graphite. Benzene monolayers on graphite have been studied
√ with√several
techniques such as LEED and x-ray diﬀraction suggesting a 7 × 7 R ±
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19.1◦ superstructure in a hexagonal pattern [50][51]. The phase change reported by Zacheria [18], where the benzene molecules stand perpendicular to
the substrate
have, however, not been observed. For naph√ at high
√ coverage
◦
talene a 2 3 × 2 3 R ± 30 hexagonal pattern has been observed with both
STM and LEED [50] [52]. The LEED measurements also suggested a higher
density packing phase [50], which later was disputed by STM measurements
and attributed to multilayer formation [52]. Yamada et al. [52] suggest that
the naphtalene molecule adsorb with the basal plane tilted slightly away from
parallel to the substrate, based on the apparent height of the individual line
proﬁles in the STM images. No supporting measurements have, however,
been found on this subject. Multilayer measurements on naphtalene have
also been made with STM, showing the formation of a more complicated
superstructure and evidence of a Stranski-Krastanov growth mode.
For coronene monolayers on graphite several studies have investigated the
structural growth using both STM and LEED [49] [53] [54] [55]. Images from
each of the STM studies are shown in ﬁgure 3.4 and will serve as comparison
for the STM measurements
√
√presented in ◦chapter 5. All measurements show
the formation of a 21 × 21 R ± 10.9 superstructure on graphite. This
structure, as well as recent studies investigating the imaging of coronene
molecules with STM [56], will be discussed in greater detail in chapter 5.
Lackinger et al. also studied submonolayer coverages of coronene on graphite
with STM at 20 K, and coronene molecules were observed to be extremely
mobile on the surface. Only at step edges were stable coronene islands found
to be pinned. Zimmermann et al. studied multilayer formation of coronene
on graphite with LEED and found evidence of a Stranski-Krastanov growth
mode.
Larger PAHs have also been investigated on graphite [53] [57] and in a
recent study the adsorption of hexa-peri-hexabenzocoronene (HBC) monolayers on graphite and graphene was investigated with STM, LEED and
DFT [57]. Similar to the previously mentioned studies, HBC adsorbs in an
hexagonal pattern. Very small shifts in molecular position compared to the
graphite lattice were observed: the layer was reported to not be epitaxial
to the graphite basal plane. The author attributed this shift to a mismatch
between the graphite lattice and the molecular structure. The shift happens in diﬀerent directions for diﬀerent domains and is evidence of a long
range interaction where molecule-substrate energy is gained by moving the
molecules slightly away from epitaxy. In the publication this is referred to
as static distortion waves (SDWs).
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(b)

(c)

Figure 3.4: Selected STM measurements of a monolayer of coronene on graphite
from three diﬀerent publications. (a) Walzer et al. [54] (90 × 90 Å, Vt = 700 mV,
It = 100 pA); (b) Lackinger et al. [55] (Vt = 864 mV, It = 161 pA); (c) Thrower
et al. [49] (Vt = -3815 mV, It = 310 pA)
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STM measurements of the self-assembly of coronene have been obtained
on several other substrates: Cu [58], Ag [59] [58], Ge [60] [61], Si [62] and
MoS2 [54]. On the metal substrates the coronene molecules generally adsorb in a disordered pattern at low coverage, but form a hexagonal pattern
at higher coverages similar to the pattern found on graphite (the speciﬁc
geometry of course depends on the metal and the surface cut). STM measurements of coronene on Ge(001) and Ge(111), on the other hand, showed
that the molecules adsorb in an upright position at coverages close to a
monolayer [60] [61].

3.2

Interaction between PAHs and atomic
hydrogen

Although the interaction between PAHs and atomic hydrogen has mainly
been studied through calculations, experimental studies have also been carried out, both for neutrals and ions, within recent years. The main motivation for these studies is often to study the interaction between atomic H
and PAHs in relation to the ISM. However, a few studies have also focused
on using H-addition to PAHs as a tool to reduce negative health eﬀects of
PAHs. Furthermore PAHs have also been suggested as a possible hydrogen
storage medium and patents have been obtained [63]. The presented studies
might also enlighten if this is energetically favourable. The main focus in
this section will be on neutral PAHs, especially coronene.
When a H-atom interact with a PAH molecule there are generally up to
5 diﬀerent adsorption sites at nearest neighbour level. These are illustrated
in ﬁgure 3.5. On the edge of the PAH an H-atom can bind to an outer
edge site, a secondary C-atom with one H-atom already bound or an inner
edge site, a tertiary C-atom, on the edge of the carbon skeleton. Since the
edges can have either zigzag or armchair conﬁgurations, this results in four
diﬀerent adsorption sites. This, together with a centre site, results in ﬁve
diﬀerent adsorption sites [64]. The bonding of a H-atom will change the
hybridization of the C-atom from sp2 to sp3 resulting in a modiﬁcation to
the local π-electron structure. It will also change the geometry of and strain
nearby C-atoms. These changes in the local environment generally lower
the barrier for H-addition to adjacent C-atoms, meaning that more diﬀerent
addition sites become energetically accessible.
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Figure 3.5: The ﬁve diﬀerent adsorption sites on PAH molecules. (A) The outer
zigzag edge site, (B) the inner zigzag edge site, (C) the center site, (D) the inner
armchair site and (E) the outer armchair edge site [14]

3.2.1

Neutrals

For neutral coronene the barriers for addition and abstraction of hydrogen
were studied using DFT by Rauls and Hornekær in 2008 [65]. Since coronene
only has zigzag edges, there are initially only three diﬀerent types of sites;
outer edge, inner edge and center. These are illustrated in ﬁgure 3.6. The
DFT calculations investigated the energetically most favourable route for
the ﬁrst 8 H-additions. This route is illustrated in ﬁgure 3.7. For the ﬁrst
addition the lowest barrier is 60 meV and was found for addition at an
outer edge site, with a binding energy of 1.45 eV. This barrier is one third
that of the other sites and suggest that if the H-atom has suﬃcient energy
to overcome the 60 meV barrier it will bind to an outer edge site. The
subsequent addition will ﬁnd the highest binding energy at the adjacent
outer edge site. By tilting the C-C bond the C-H bonds are stabilized and
the binding energy of the second H-atom was found to be 3.25 eV. Addition
at the adjacent outer edge site has no energy barrier, making this the most
likely reaction. For the third hydrogen atom the energetically preferred site
is one of the inner edge sites next to the newly hydrogenated outer edge
site. The reaction barrier was found to be 30 meV and the binding energy is
1.55 eV. H-atoms no. 4 and 5 can be bound to the neighbouring outer edge
sites without any reaction barrier and high binding energies (2.8 - 3 eV).
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Figure 3.6: Examples of the three adsorption sites on coronene: Outer edge,
inner edge and center sites

The sixth H-atom can be bound to the centre site next to H-atom no. 3,
without any reaction barrier and a binding energy of 3 eV, if it is adsorbed
on the bottom side of the coronene molecule (opposite side of H no. 3). A
seventh H-atom can be bound to a neighbouring centre site on top of the
molecule, without any reaction barrier and with a binding energy of 1.5 eV.
The 8th H-atom can be bound to the neighbouring inner edge site without
any barrier and with a binding energy of 3.2 eV. The DFT calculations also
examined the barrier for Eley-Rideal abstraction leading to formation of H2 .
There is no barrier for abstraction after the ﬁrst H-addition. In general
the highest reaction barrier involved is the 60 meV barrier for addition of
the ﬁrst H-atom, which means that if the H-atoms have suﬃcient energy to
overcome this barrier all of the subsequent reactions should be possible, i.e.
superhydrogenated coronene will result, and H2 -formation via abstraction
reactions is likely.
Other theoretical studies of the hydrogenation of PAHs include a similar
DFT study on pyrene (C16 H10 ) [66], where only two H-atoms were adsorbed.
This also showed that the lowest barrier for the ﬁrst addition is 60 meV, while
the subsequent addition is barrierless. The lowest barrier for H2 -formation
was found to be 50 meV through Eley-Rideal abstraction, while the lowest
barrier through the Langmuir-Hinselwood was found to be 800 meV. The ﬁrst
addition has also been investigated with DFT on anthracene, again giving a
barrier of 60 meV, while polyacene (an inﬁnitely extended chain of aromatic
rings) yielded a lower barier of 34 meV due to the partial radical character
of their edge C-atoms [67]. A general investigation of the binding energies of
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Figure 3.7: Reaction pathways for H-addition to coronene and H2 abstraction
from coronene, as calculated with DFT. The total number of H-atoms involved in
each step is shown on the right side of the ﬁgure. The centre line in the ﬁgure
represents the energetically most favourable addition reaction, while the dashed
lines going to the left indicate the abstraction reactions and lines going to the
rigth indicate less favourable additions. The resulting structures are described
with abbreviations, where oe refers an outer edge site, e refers to an inner edge
site, tc refers to a top centre site and bc refers to a bottom centre site. To the
right the structure of the carbon backbone is also shown [65]
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Figure 3.8: Mass distributions of desorbing molecules for a monolayer of coronene
on grahpite exposed to 4 diﬀerent D-ﬂuences [71].

the diﬀerent sites found at a range of PAHs was invetigated by Rasmussen
in [68] and showed that the favoured position for the ﬁrst addition always
is an outer edge site. Similar results were found by Bonfanti et al. [69]. A
DFT study by Goumans [70] investigated hydrogenation of pyrene through
quantum tunneling at low temperatures, which may be relevant in cold parts
of the ISM. It was found that at 40 K the rate of addition was non-negligible
and a large isotope eﬀect was found between the rate constant of H (kH )
and D (kD ), kH /kD ≈ 64.
The interaction between H-atoms and coronene has been investigated experimentally by both Thrower et al. [72] [71] and Mennella et al. [73] [74].
In [71] the study was carried out at the Big Chamber in the SDL group.
Here coronene monolayers on graphite were exposed to diﬀerent atomic D
ﬂuences and subsequently heated while measuring the masses of the desorbing species. Some of the resulting mass distributions are shown in ﬁgure
3.8. Masses above 348 amu are observed, as shown in ﬁgure 3.8(d), and
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Figure 3.9: The relaxed structures of (a) trans-perhydrocoronene and (b) cisperhydrocoronene calculated with DFT [71].

these masses can only be reached if substitution of the original H-atoms
with D-atoms takes place. This suggest that superhydrogenated coronene
can work as a catalyst for H2 -formation, since the substitution is expected
to happen through abstraction of an HD-molecule following the Eley-Rideal
mechanism. This experiment is similar to those presented in section 4.2 and
more in depth discussion about the results are obtained there. Thrower
et al. [71] also included DFT calculations investigating the stability of
coronene depending on which side of the molecule the hydrogenation takes
place. This shows that both for the completely double-sided hydrogenation, creating trans-perhydrocoronene (C34 H36 ) (ﬁgure 3.9(a)), and for the
completely single-sided hydrogenation, creating cis-perhydrocoronene ﬁgure
(3.9(b)), the molecules are stable. An important thing to notice is that the
cis-perhydrocoronene molecule buckels in order to relax. This is expected
to have an eﬀect on the interaction between hydrogenated coronene and
graphite, as shown in section 4.4. Another conclusion is that the most stable route to the formation of cis-perhydrocoronene is found if the center ring
is hydrogenated last.
Mennella et al. [74] studied the hydrogenation of coronene using infrared
(IR) spectroscopy. Coronene multilayers of 150 - 180 nm were prepared on
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(a)

(b)

(c)

Figure 3.10: (a) and (b) shows the change in C-H aromatic out-of-plane bend,
C-H aromatic in-plane bend, C=C aromatic stretch, C-H aliphatic stretch and
C-D aliphatic stretch as measured with IR spectroscopy of a coronene ﬁlm during
deuteration. (c) shows the change in aliphatic C-D stretch and aliphatic C-H
stretch as measured with IR spectroscopy during a subsequent hydrogenation [74]

CsI substrates and exposed to 300 K D-atoms while measuring the evolution
of the IR-spectrum. The results are shown in ﬁgure 3.10(a) and (b). The C-H
aromatic out-of-plane bend, the C-H aromatic in-plane bend and the C=C
aromatic stretch are observed to decrease upon exposure of the coronene
ﬁlm to a ﬂuence of D, with a reaction cross-section of around 1.1 Å2 (ﬁgure
3.10(a)). This shows the clear change from sp2 - to sp3 -hybridisation expected when adding D to the coronene molecule. The C-H aliphatic stretch
initially increases until a ﬂuence of 5 · 1016 atoms cm−2 and then decreases,
while the C-D aliphatic stretch increases with a cross-section of 0.6 - 0.9
Å2 . This is illustrated in ﬁgure 3.10(b) and shows the exchange of H for D,
which is presumed to occur through the abstraction of HD-molecules. The
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samples were also subsequently exposed to atomic H and the aliphatic C-D
stretch decreased, while the aliphatic C-H stretch increased, again showing
substitution through abstraction of HD, as shown in ﬁgure 3.10(c). The
estimated HD abstraction cross-section was found to be 0.06 ± 0.02 Å2 .
Experiments on the hydrogenation of other neutral PAHs have not been
conducted. However, experiments have been carried out on hydrogenated
benzene on graphite covered Pt(111) [75] and on Cu(111) [76]. In the study
on Pt(111), the crystal was covered with a monolayer of graphite, which
we would now call graphene. A monolayer of benzene was deposited and
the sample was exposed to D-atoms. The reaction was studied with TPD
and high resolution electron energy loss spectroscopy. The addition crosssection of D was found to be 8 Å2 . Eley-Rideal abstraction was observed,
but the abstraction cross-section could not be measured. An abstraction
cross-section of 1.7 Å2 was, however, measured for 1,4-dimethyl-cyclohexane
(the fully hydrogenatyed version of benzene with two methyl groups, C8 H16 ).
These cross-sections seem high compared to that measured for coronene on
graphite, however, grahpene, on some metal substrates, is known to be easier
to hydrogenate than graphite, which might speed up the reaction. On top
of that benzene might be easier to hydrogenate, because of the smaller πelectron system. For Cu(111) the experiment was similar and an addition
cross-section of 15 Å2 was measured, although the errors were stated to be
one order of magnitude. The abstraction cross-section for cyclohexane (the
fully hydrogenated version of benzene, C6 H12 ) on Cu(111) was found to be
0.5 Å2 [77].
The absorption of light by a superhydrogenated PAH is also expected
to lead to H2 desorption. This has been studied experimentally and theoretically for the slightly hydrogenated PAH 9,10-dihydroanthracene (DHA,
C14 H12 ) [78]. The DHA molecules were trapped in an Ar matrix and irradiated with UV light from a Hg-lamp, while measuring the IR absorption
spectrum of the Ar/DHA matrix. After long exposures the appearance of
anthracene bands were observed, suggesting the desorption of hydrogen. After the experiments the Ar/DHA matrix was subsequently evaporated and
a slight increase in H2 was observed compared to that from an irradiated Ar
matrix. DFT calculations showed the lowest barrier for H desorption to be
through H2 -formation from the H-atoms on the two sp3 -hybridized carbon
atoms, rather than the desorption of two individual H-atoms.
Many PAHs are toxic, carcinogenic, and/or teratogenic [10] and are
therefore unwanted in emission from cars, power plants, factories, etc.. Re-
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moving the aromaticity of PAHs, by changing the carbon hybridisation from
sp2 to sp3 , will reduce their negative health eﬀects. Hydrogenation of neutral
PAHs has been suggested as a way of achieving this and has been studied
in this context as well [79] [80] [81]. The reactions investigated are generally
very diﬀerent from our work. A recent example includes hydrogenation of
PAHs on high-density-polyethylene-stabilized Pd nanoparticles held at 40 50 ◦C in supercritical CO2 , with a CO2 pressure of 20 MPa and a H2 pressure
of 1 MPa [81].

3.2.2

Ions

PAH cations have also been studied in an astrochemical context. Bauschlicher
[82] investigated the addition and abstraction of H and D on naphthalene
cations using DFT. Low or no barriers were found for addition of the ﬁrst
two H-atoms. Bauschlicher highlights that the additions were found to be
very exothermic, which could render small PAHs unstable. Abstraction of
H2 by an incoming H-atom was described as having virtually no barrier (11
meV). The abstration of HD had a sligtly higher barrier (29 meV), suggesting
that this can lead to D enrichment of the PAHs. Hirama et al. found similar
results with DFT for the ﬁrst additions of H to antheracene and pyrene [83].
The hydrogenation of naphthalene was revisited by Ricca et al. [84] with
similar results to that found by Bauschlicher [82] for the ﬁrst two additions,
with only the second additions having a barrier (30 meV). Higher degrees
of hydrogenation were also investigated in this study showing that after the
second addition all the secondary carbons can be hydrogenated without any
barrier if the lowest energy route is followed.
Experiments on the hydrogenation of naphtalene cations were carried out
by Le Page et al. [85] and Snow et al. [86]. Here the ﬁrst two hydrogenation
levels after exposure to atomic H were investigated. High rate constants of
1.9 · 10−10 cm3 s−1 and 4 · 10−12 cm3 s−1 were found for the ﬁrst and second
additions to naphtalene respectively. The same study was also carried out
for pyrene in [86] with similar results; 1.4 · 10−10 cm3 s−1 and 3 · 10−12 cm3
s−1 for the ﬁrst and second addition respectively.
Klærke et al. [87] studied the hydrogenation of pentacene (C22 H12 )
cations experimentally as well as theoretically using DFT. It was found that
pentacene could be driven to complete hydrogenation at the secondary Catom sites, while the tertiary C-atom remained unhydrogenated. A clear difference was also observed between the measured yield of the molecules hydro-
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(a)

(b)

Figure 3.11: (a) Mass distributions of coronene cations after exposure to diﬀerent
ﬂuences of atomic H. The distributions for the three highest ﬂuences are highligted.
(b) Illustration of the lowest energy hydrogenation route determined with DFT.
Modiﬁed from [89]

genated with an odd or even number of H-atoms, speciﬁcally the molecules
hydrogenated with an odd number of H-atoms were signiﬁcantly more stable,
due to their closed shell conﬁguration.
The hydrogenation of coronene cations was studied both experimentally
and theoretically using DFT by Boschman et al. [88] and Cazaux et al.
[89]. Boschman et al. [88] found a clear dominance of the odd masses in the
experimental mass spectrum, in agreement with the higher stability of closed
shell molecules mentioned by Klærke et al. [87]. Experimentally determined
barriers for the second and fourth additions were found to be 72 meV and
40 meV respectively, while the the ﬁrst and third additions were thought
to be barrierless. They continued the studies in [89] and included DFT
calculations to estimate some of the barriers. The experiments showed higher
stability of the odd hydrogenation states, moreover the 5th, 11th and 17th
hydrogenation state were found to have extra high stability. These results
are shown in ﬁgure 3.11(a). The reaction route, shown by the numbers in
ﬁgure 3.11(b), was calculated with DFT to be the most likely. The largest
barriers were found for addition of the 6th, 12th and 18th H-atom. These
barriers were 110 meV, 170 meV and 320 meV respectively, supporting the
high stability of the 5th, 11th and 17th hydrogenation state.
Light induced H2 desorption from hydrogenated PAH cations has also
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been investigated experimentally. Vala et al. [90] and Szczepanski et al.
[91] investigated IR multiphoton dissociation of 1,2-dihydronapthalene, acenaphthene (C12 H11 ) and 9,10-dihydrophenanthrene (C14 H13 ) cations. In all
cases a loss of two H-atoms was measured and DFT calculations suggest
that the lowest energy barriers are for loss of H2 when compared with loss
of 2 H-atoms. Zhen et al. [92] [93] investigated the eﬀects of exposing PAH
cations to high energy UV light (7 - 40 eV). These studies generally show
that smaller PAHs loose two H-atoms, while larger PAHs get doubly ionized.
Whether this leads to the formation of H2 or 2 H was not investigated further. The eﬀects of collision between high energy He+ -ions and hydrogenated
PAH cations have also been studied in several cases [94] [95] [96]. One of
the more interesting results was found by Chen et al. [95], who through
He+ collision experiments and DFT calculations, found that H2 -formation
becomes important when the internal temperature of the molecule exceeds
∼2200 K, regardless of the PAH size and the excitation agent.

3.2.3

Summary

In summery neutral PAHs show barriers for the ﬁrst addition, of around
60 meV at the outer edge sites, while the subsequent additions have lower
or vanishing barrier. For cations, on the other hand, the ﬁrst H-addition
has a low or no barrier because of the closed shell nature of this conﬁguration. The second addition to cations generally has the highest addition
barrier, of any of the secondary C-atoms, ranging from around 30 meV to
70 meV. As discussed for coronene cations, however, some hydrogenation
levels show higher stability and higher barriers occur for subsequent hydrogenations. H2 -formation via abstraction reactions is possible after the ﬁrst
addition; for neutrals with no barrier and with low barriers for cations (∼10
meV), meaning that cations should be able to catalyse H2 -formation from
H-atoms with energies as low as 10 meV and neutrals for H-atom with energies above 60 meV. These barriers have been investigated mostly through
DFT calculations and further experimental studies are in many cases still
needed to conﬁrm this and determine the speciﬁc hydrogenation route of
the molecules. Both ions and neutrals might be prone to fragmentation due
to the the exothermic nature of the addition reaction, especially for small
PAHs. This will probably not be a problem for neutral PAHs on surfaces,
since the surface can absorb the excess energy. In relation to the ISM, the
PAHs investigated are generally too small to be stable in the ISM, as will
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Figure 3.12: Illustratation of the lifecycle of a sun-like star and a massive star
[100]

be discussed in section 3.3. However because of experimental and computational limitations larger PAHs can often not be used, meaning that results
will have to be extrapolated to be applicable in the ISM.

3.3

The interstellar medium

The interstellar medium (ISM) is the region of a galaxy situated between
stars. It has been estimated that stars and planetary systems only occupy
3 · 10−8 % of the volume of our galaxy [1], meaning that most of our galaxy
is ISM. The ISM is relatively empty, with densities ranging from 100 - 1012
atoms m−3 [97], compared to 3 · 1035 atoms m−3 in the Earth’s atmosphere.
On top of that there can be a high ﬂux of high energy photons and temperatures can vary from ∼ 5 K to ∼ 104 K [97]. Despite this harsh environment
the ISM still contains a large variety of molecules and larger particles. The
ISM is essentially where stars and planets are formed and furthermore the
molecules formed there have been suggested to be important in the creation
of life [98]. This section is largely based on reference [1], [2] and [99], which
give an introduction to the ISM and molecules in the ISM.
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The formation of stars begins and ends in star-forming nebulae, as illustrated for a sun-like star and a massive star in ﬁgure 3.12. The star-forming
nebulae are generally divided into two diﬀerent types of clouds, based on
their chemical and physical properties; diﬀuse and dense clouds.
The diﬀuse clouds are low density clouds. The density of these regions
is typically ∼ 5 · 107 atoms m−3 and the temperatures are ∼ 80 K. Typical
sizes are ∼ 10 pc and masses are ∼ 500M [101]. Diﬀuse clouds are quite
transparent, meaning that ultraviolet (UV) photons play an important role
in the physical and chemical environment. The high UV ﬂux hinders the
build up of large and complex molecules and the diﬀuse clouds are dominated
by atomic gas and small molecules typically consisting of 2 - 5 atoms [2].
These molecules often exist as radicals or ions. Hydrogen predominantly
exists as atomic H, which can be detected through the 21 cm emission line
associated with a hyperﬁne transition in the ground state. However, H2 is
also present and can be detected directly through the Lyman and Werner
bands.
Larger molecules are found in the dense clouds also known as giant
molecular clouds (GMCs). GMCs have average densities of ∼ 1.5 · 108
atoms m−3 and average temperatures of (∼ 10 K). Typical sizes are 40
pc and masses of ∼ 4 · 105 M . It is, however, important to note that these
clouds are not uniform and they contain denser areas, like dark clouds and
prestellar cores, with densities up to ∼ 1012 atoms m−3 and temperatures
down to ∼ 6 K [102]. This is the birth place of new stars. Photondominated/Photodissociation regions (PDRs), on the other hand, are parts of
the GMCs subject to higher radiation ﬁelds and have higher temperatures
and the chemistry is dominated by photodissociation [1]. Most of the GMC
is shielded from this radiation ﬁeld and therefore contain a larger variation
of molecules than diﬀuse clouds, as their name suggest. Presently around
170 individual molecules have been identiﬁed, as shown in table 3.1. High
energy UV photons often do not penetrate these areas, resulting in a H2 /H
ratio approaching unity. The lack of UV photons, however, mean that H2
is not directly observable and therefore CO is often used as tracer, since it
can be observed through the J = 1-0 transition line. Molecular clouds are
the active sites of star formation, upon which the cloud can be destroyed
through stellar winds, heat and radiation.
Besides molecules, larger particles are also found in the ISM. They can
range from large carbonaceous molecules like PAHs, fullerenes and diamondoids to micrometer sized dust particles. These dust particles are primarily
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Table 3.1: Identiﬁed interstellar and circumstellar molecules [2]
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Figure 3.13: Energy level diagram showing excitation and relaxation routes for
a PAH molecule [107]

carbonaceous or silicaceous and contain metals like magnesium and iron
[103]. In cold regions of the ISM the dust grains are covered by ice, consisting mainly of water but other molecules as CO, CO2 , CH3 OH, NH3 , etc.
have also been observed [104]. Dust grains are generally thought to be very
important for the formation of molecules in the ISM, working as catalysts
as well as a meeting place for molecules and atoms.

3.3.1

PAHs in the ISM

PAHs were ﬁrst identiﬁed in the ISM 1984 by Leger and Puget in 1984 [105]
and in 1985 by Allamandola et al. [106]. PAHs are now thought to be
ubiquitous to the ISM and account for 5% to 20% of all carbon in the ISM
[6] [7].
PAHs can be detected through their interaction with light. In the ISM
PAHs are electronically exited through absorption of UV photons. The en-
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Figure 3.14: The mid IR spectra from two diﬀerent PDRs. The association with
known features from certain vibrational modes in PAHs are labaled in the top [2]

ergy diagram in ﬁgure 3.13, shows that an UV photon can excite the molecule
from its ground singlet state, S0 , to the S1 , S2 , S3 , etc. state. The molecule
can then relax through a variety of processes. In a low density environment
the most common one will be through the internal conversion from an exited electronic state to a highly vibrationally exited state in the underlying
electronic state. The molecule can also undergo intersystem crossing to a
vibrationally exited triplet state, as illustrated in ﬁgure 3.13. This means
that the PAHs can relax through a combination of visible emission due to
electronic relaxation (ﬂuorescence/phosphorescence), as well as IR emission
due to vibrational relaxation. Other important relaxation processes in the
ISM include ionisation and photodissociation.
The IR spectra from almost all interstellar objects are dominated by
features at 3.3, 6.2, 7.7, 11.3 and 12.7 μm [99] [105] [106] [107] [108], as
well as some weaker features. For a long time the origin of these features
was unknown and they were named the unidentiﬁed IR bands (UIR). Now
they are generally thought to be from the vibrationally exited PAHs and the
speciﬁc wavelengths can be related to known vibrational modes in aromatic
molecules. The bands are therefore now referred to as the aromatic IR bands
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(AIR). An example of the AIR from two PDRs is shown in ﬁgure 3.14. In
this ﬁgure the vibrational modes responsible for the observed peaks have
been labelled. The 3.3 μm band corresponds to an aromatic C-H stretching
mode, the 6.2 μm band corresponds to a C-C stretching mode, the 7.7 μm
band corresponds to C-H in-plane bending, while the 11.3 μm band corresponds to out of plane C-H bending. The IR-spectra of multiple PAHs
have been investigated both experimentally [109] [110] [111] and theoretically [112] [113] and are used for comparison with spectra from observations
[114] [115].
By comparing ratios between the observed features several things can
be deduced about the PAH in the ISM. By calculating the typical emission
temperature an estimate for the size of the emitting molecules can be made.
This suggests that the size of PAHs are typically 50-150 C-atoms [2] [99].
Smaller PAHs are thought to photo-dissociate, while larger PAHs will instead
start forming van der Walls carbon clusters and, in the end, nano-sized
carbon grains [116] [117]. It is also worth mentioning that interstellar PAHs
exist in diﬀerent charge states. This can be deduced by looking at the
ratios of the diﬀerent IR emission bands, for instance, the C-C stretching
mode versus the C-H bending mode. They are often found as cations in
regions with intermediate to high UV ﬂux where they have lost electrons
due to photo ionization [2]. They can also be found as anions [2]. The
charge state will have an inﬂuence on their chemistry. In certain areas
of the ISM bands potentially attributable to superhydrogenated PAHs are
also observed. These include the aliphatic features at 3.4, 6.9 and 7.25
μm, relating to a CH-stretching mode and two CH in-plane bending modes
respectively [11] [12]. It is still debated whether they are due to excess
hydrogenation of PAHs, side groups attached to the PAHs or other aliphatic
molecules [2].
The formation of PAHs in the ISM is still poorly understood and a subject of current research. There are two overall approaches to the formation of
PAHs, bottom-up or top-down. The bottom-up approach suggest a route to
PAH formation similar to that in soot formation, through the aromatication
of acetylene (C2 H2 ). The limiting step in this process is the transfer from
aliphatic to aromatic. Cherchnef [118] highlights four reaction routes for the
formation of benzene (C6 H6 ) or phenyl radicals (C6 H•5 ). These formation
routes starts with either two propargyl radicals (C3 H•3 ) [119], 1-buten-3-ynyl
(C4 H3 ) [120] and C2 H2 , or 1,3-butadienyl (C4 H•5 ) and C2 H2 [121]. The reactions look like this:
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Figure 3.15: A suggested formation route for PAHs after the ﬁrst aromatic ring
is closed [123]

C3 H·3 + C3 H·3
C3 H·3 + C3 H·3
C4 H·3 + C2 H·2
C4 H·5 + C2 H·2

−→ C6 H6
−→ C6 H·5 + H
−→ C6 H·5
−→ C6 H6 + H

Once the ﬁrst aromatic ring is closed lager PAHs will be able to grow from
this through reactions with C2 H2 and the abstraction of H [120]. One of the
suggested growth processes is illustrated in ﬁgure 3.15 [118]. These reactions
generally require high temperatures (900 K - 1100 K) and densities, and are
therefore limited to the stellar ejecta of asymptotic giant branch stars [118].
Reaction routes suggesting ion-molecule reactions have also been suggested
[122] and a recent publication has shown that SiC grains can catalyse the
formation of PAHs from C2 H2 [123], suggesting this as a possible route. The
top-down approach generally involves the destruction of larger carbon dust
grains by shocks form supernova explosions [124] [125]. The grain remnants
might include PAHs or PAH fragments, which can be used to form PAHs.
A recent paper has also suggested that PAHs can be formed through the
etching of graphene layers on SiC with atomic H, as an alternative top-down
approach [126].

3.3.2

Molecular hydrogen formation

H2 is by far the most abundant molecule in the ISM and is of great importance to several processes in the ISM. First of all H2 -molecules together with
other small molecules are important in the cooling of molecular clouds, because of the vibrational and rotational energy levels available through which
the excess energy can irradiate and escape the cloud. H2 also helps to shield
the inner parts of molecular clouds, due to photodissociation of the H2 in
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Figure 3.16: Chemical reaction networks for (a) carbon and (b) oxygen in the
ISM. The blue line shows the cut-oﬀ point where H2 becomes necessary for further
molecular formation either as a catalyst or a reactant. Modiﬁed from [1]

the outer parts of the clouds. Lastly H2 is important for the formation of
other molecules in the molecular clouds for both the carbon and oxygen
chemistry. This is illustrated in ﬁgure 3.16 showing the reaction networks
for the oxygen and carbon chemistry in the ISM. The blue line represents
the cut-of where H2 becomes necessary for further molecule formation as
either reactant or catalyst. This means that we would not observe the same
molecular complexity if not for the H2 abundance.
Due to the photo dissociation of H2 , eﬃcient formation routes are needed
to explain the observed abundance. The required formation rate in diﬀuse
clouds, R(H2 ), can be derived semiempirically using observations of atomic
and molecular hydrogen. This yields the following formula [1]
R(H2 ) = 1 − 3 × 10−17 nn(H)cm−3 s−1

(3.1)

where n is the density of H nuclei and n(H) is the density of H-atoms [2]. The
gas phase route is not eﬃcient enough to reach this formation rate, since if
two hydrogen atoms collide, they have to loose energy. A radiative transition
is strongly forbidden, hence the energy loss can only happen through collision
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with a third H-atom. This is, however, too unlikely at the low densities of the
ISM to provide a suﬃciently eﬃcient reaction route. H2 can more eﬃciently
be formed through a reaction between the H− -ion and an H-atom. This will
yield a formation rate a factor of ∼ 104 to low in diﬀuse clouds, hence still
too low to to explain the observed abundance [1].
It is generally accepted that grain surfaces work as catalysts for H2 formation under certain conditions. At low temperatures H-atoms physisorb
to the grain surface and diﬀuse across the surface until they react with each
other (Lanmuir-Hinselwood reaction). This has been studied experimentally on several surfaces relevant for the ISM; silicates [127] [128] [129] [130],
carbonacous surfaces [131] [132] [133] and water ice [3] [134] [135]. This reaction route, however, only works for low grain temperatures (<20 K), since at
higher temperatures the residence time for a H-atom becomes too short for
the Langmuir-Hinselwood mechanism to remain active. By increasing the
roughness of the surface, this route might, however, work at slightly higher
temperatures [136]. At high gas temperatures (1000 K) H can chemisorb
to carbonaceous grains and a secondary incoming H-atom can then react
with the chemisorped H-atom and abstract it as H2 through Eley-Rideal
abstraction [4] [137]. The high temperatures are needed to overcome an
adsorption barrier of approx. 200 meV for addition of the ﬁrst H-atom [138].
An eﬃcient formation route still has to be found at intermediate temperatures. Observations have suggested a correlation between areas of eﬃcient
H2 -formation and areas of stong PAH emission in PDRs [5] [139]. Therefore
PAHs have been suggested as a possible catalyst for H2 -formation in certain
areas. The suggested routes include the superhydrogenation of neutral PAHs
and interaction with PAH ions, and are supported by the experiments and
calculations discussed in section 3.2. It is, however, still debated whether
the PAH route is eﬃcient enough and a recent publication modelling the
H2 -formation in two PDRs ﬁnds the PAH route to be too ineﬃcient [140].
It is in this context all of the experimental and theoretical investigations
discussed in section 3.2, as well as the new results presented in this thesis
should be viewed. These investigations provide a greater insight in reaction
mechanisms, pathways and cross-sections, which can be used in future models to get a better understanding of H2 -formation and the ISM in general.

Chapter 4
Thermal desorption
measurements
In this chapter all of the TPD results obtained during my PhD are discussed. Section 4.1 will look into the thermal desorption of pristine coronene
from graphite and the ascociated desorption kinetics. These results have
been published in [49].
The remaining part of the chapter will focus on deuteration of coronene
on graphite. Section 4.2 will discuss the evolution of the coronene mass
distribution during deuteration. This section contains results published in
[141], as well as unpublished work. Section 4.3 will describe how the mass
evolution can be compared to kinetic simulations in order to extract reaction
cross-sections. These results are published in [141]. Section 4.4 will look into
how the interaction between hydrogenated coronene and graphite changes
through hydrogenation. These results have been submitted for publication to
the Journal of Chemical Physics. Section 4.5 will focus on the hydrogenation
of coronene through interaction with hydrogenated graphite. These results
are published in [142]
The work presented here was a collaborative eﬀort, with many people
involved. The following people were involved in the experimental work: John
David Thrower, Pernille Ahlmann Jensen, Frederik Doktor Simonsen, Henri
Lemaître, Bjarke Jørgensen and Emil Petersen-Friis. The DFT calculations
were carried out by Mie Andersen under supervision of Bjørk Hammer.
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CHAPTER 4. THERMAL DESORPTION MEASUREMENTS

Thermal desorption of coronene

This section gives a brief overview of the TPD measurement of coronene
from a highly ordered pyrolytic graphite surface (HOPG; SPI grade 1).
Most of this is presented in the article "Interaction between Coronene and
Graphite from Temperature-Programmed Desorption and DFT-vdW Calculations: Importance of Entropic Eﬀects and Insights into Graphite Interlayer Binding." [49]. I took an equal part in collecting the data, as well as
analysing it and I commented on the paper prior to publication.
The HOPG substrate was cleaved before it was mounted in the UHV
chamber and cleaned by annealing to 1100 K prior to experiments. Coronene
(Sigma-Aldrich, sublimed 99%) was deposited using our Knudsen-cell evaporation source at 165◦C, while the HOPG was kept at room temperature.
The depositions were performed with dosing times ranging from 0.5 s to
3000 s. The sample was heated linearly with a ramp of 1 K s−1 , in front of
the Extrel CMS LLC QMS.
Figure 4.1 shows TPD traces illustrating the desorption of coronene from
graphite. Two desorption peaks are observed one at 360 K and a second at
465 K which are labelled B and A respectively. For exposures up to around 40
s only peak A is present. Peak A is therefore assigned to desorption from the
coronene monolayer and the almost constant Tp suggests that the desorption
follows ﬁrst-order kinetics. As the coverage is increased further peak B
begins to grow and is therefore attributed to desorption from multilayers of
coronene. It should be noted from ﬁgure 4.1(a) that the monolayer peak
continues to grow even after the observation of multilayer deposition. It
should also noted that the monolayer peak gradually broadens and shifts
towards lower temperature (black curves) suggesting a more complicated
ﬁlm growth. There is a pronounced broadening associated with the growth
of a shoulder at around 390 K (blue curves). With increasing coverage a
clear multilayer peak is visible (red curves). The shoulder is attributed
to desorption of islands af a second layer of coronene molecules. This is
consistent with the appearance of a multilayer peak prior to saturation of
the monolayer. From the high coverage traces (ﬁgure 4.1(c)) it is clear that
the multilayer peaks share a common leading edge, which is characteristic
for zero-order desorption kinetics. The relative coverages shown in ﬁgure
4.1 have been obtained by comparing the area under the desorption peaks
to that of a saturated monolayer, for which a coverage of 1 ML is deﬁned.
A saturated monolayer was prepared by depositing coronene for 60 s and
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Figure 4.1: TPD spectra for coronene desorbing from graphite for (a) all coverages up to 4.8 ML and (b) coverages from 0.014 to 1 ML. The inset shows a
saturated monolayer TPD (c) coverages from 1.3 ML to 62 ML. [49]
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then annealing to 390 K to desorb the multilayers. The TPD trace from a
saturated monolayer is shown in the inset to ﬁgure 4.1(b). That this process
in fact creates a saturated monolayer is supported by STM measurements.
These measurements are in disagreement with the TPD investigations of
coronene from graphite made by Zacharia et al. [18] [16] shown in ﬁgure
3.3(c). They observed only one peak at around 380 K following fractional
order kinetics with n = 0.27 ± 0.04. The monolayer to multilayer transition
was attributed to a rather minor change in the leading edge of the desorption
traces. The form of their peak closely resembles the peak we assign to the
multilayer, suggesting that they only observed multilayer desorption. It
should also be noted that, in their study the coronene desorption signal was
recorded by observing the pressure rise on the chamber, yielding a much
lower detection sensitivity than when using a QMS.
As mentioned in section 2.1.3 several analytical techniques exist for analysis of TPD data. Several methods were tried on the coronene TPDs including the Falconer-Madix analysis [24], the Habenschaden-Küppers analysis [26], the complete analysis [25] and comparison with TPD simulations.
These methods yielded values of ν between 108 s−1 - 1013 s−1 for the monolayer. These values are considered to be too low and non-physical for such
a large molecule; it is expected that it is because of the broadening of the
monolayer mentioned earlier. This also means that the corresponding Edes
found through these analysis methods will be too low due to the compensation eﬀect.
A value for ν can, however, be calculated using transition state theory
through formula 2.7. The outer theoretical limits for the pre-exponential
factor can be calculated considering the complete mobile and immobile
adsorption state. This will yield the values νmobile = 2.8 · 1017 s−1 and
νimmobile = 5.9 · 1023 s−1 . These calculations are described in greater detail
in [49]. This provides the outer theoretical limits for ν. A qualiﬁed estimate
of the actual pre-exponential factor which describes the desorption kinetics of the monolayer can be made with a recent emperical model based on a
large number of experimental studies [143]. There the pre-exponential factor
is calculated as:
 0

0
0
Sgas (T ) − Sgas,1D−trans
(T ) − Sad
(T )
kB T
ν=
exp
(4.1)
h
R
0
0
is the gas phase entropy, Sgas,1D−trans
(T ) is the entropy associated
where Sgas
0
(T ) is the entropy
with the translation perpendicular to the surface and Sad
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0
of the adsorbed state. Sgas
(465 K) can be obtained using tabulated values
0
[144]. Sgas,1D−trans (T ) can be determined from the following formula:


5/2 
1/3 
1
m
T
0
0
(T ) =
+T
(4.2)
Sgas,1D−trans
SAr,298K
3
mAr
298K

where m is the molecular mass of coronene and mAr is the molecular mass
0
0
(T ) > 60R, Sad
(T ) can be determined as:
of Ar. If Sgas
0
0
Sad
(T ) = Sgas
(T ) − 20.7R

(4.3)

Computing ν based on these equations yields a value of ν = 4.8 · 1018
s−1 .
For multilayer desorption ν can be calculated by assuming a balance
between a condensed ﬁlm in equilibrium with its vapour pressure as [18]:
ν=√

sA
p0
2πmkB T

(4.4)

where s is the sticking coeﬃcient(taken to be unity), A is the surface area per
adsorbed molecule, which can be determined from LEED and STM [53] [54]
[55] and p0 is the vapour pressure at inﬁnity, which can be extrapolated from
tabulated data [145]. This will yield a value of νmul = 8.9·1018 s−1 . ν can also
be determined experimentally using Arrhenious plots under the assumption
of zero-order. This yields νmul = 3.5 · 1018 s−1 with a corresponding binding
energy of Edes = 1.4 ± 0.1 eV.
Since the pre-exponential for the multilayer usually yields a reasonable
estimate for the monolayer these values gives a quite good estimate for ν
for the monolayer. If we now use the Redhead equation the monolayer
Edes can be determined to be 1.8 ± 0.1 eV. This is in good agrement with
DFT calculations made using the optB88-vFW functional [44], which gave
a binding energy of 1.90 eV. The technical details of these calculations will
not be discussed in this thesis, but the geometrical considerations will be
discussed in the STM measurements chapter.
The determined binding energy can be used to estimate the interlayer
binding energy of graphite. The binding energy per C-atom in coronene was
from the experiment found to be 75 meV. In order to use this energy to
estimate the interlayer binding energy in graphite, one has to adjust for the
additional binding energy gain in PAHs due to the interaction between hydrogen atoms in the PAH molecules and graphite. This yields an interlayer
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binding energy for graphite of 57 ± 4 meV/C-atom, which is in good agreement with the exfoliation energy of 58 meV/C-atom that can be obtained
with the optB88-vdW functional [49].

4.2

Deuteration of coronene

In this section data from deuteration experiments of coronene on graphite
are presented. These experiments were caried out with D-atoms created with
a hot capillary source heated to approx. 2300 K yielding D-atoms with a
gas temperature of 2300 K. Experiments were also performed where a short
quartz tube was attached to the source to reduce the gas temperature to
approx. 1000 K through collisions. Initial experiments were also performed
where a longer quartz tube was used to further reduce the gas temperature to
approx. 500 K. The data from the 2300 K atomic D experiments is similar to
the previously published data from our group [71] shown in ﬁgure 3.8, but of
superior quality. This new data was used for comparisons with the kinetic
simulations presented in the article "Polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons catalysts for molecular hydrogen formation" [141], which will be described
in greater detail in section 4.3. The hydrogenation data for 1000 K and 500
K D is still unpublished. I took an equal part in collecting the 2300 K data
and took a major part in analysing it. For the 1000 K and 500 K data I
designed the experiment, as well as the calibration experiment and I took a
major part in collection and analysis.
For all experiments a freshly cleaved HOPG crystal was used, which had
been annealed to at least 1100 K prior to experiments. Complete coronene
monolayers were then prepared by depositing coronene for 60 s, yielding 23 ML, and then subsequently heating the sample to 390 K to remove the
multilayers. The sample was then exposed to D for diﬀerent exposure times.
For the 2300 K D beam, exposure times ranged from 15 s to 10800 s
yielding D ﬂuences ranging from 4.3·1015 atoms cm−2 to 3.1·1018 atoms cm−2 .
Figure 4.2 shows an intensity map, representing TPD traces measured for
channels ranging from 295 - 365 amu e−1 for three diﬀerent exposures. Since
only single ionization is expected amu is used hereafter, rather than amu
e−1 . Figure 4.2(a) shows the desorption traces for a monolayer of coronene
without any exposure to D. Here it is evident that the main peak primarily
consists of the parent ion with a mass of 300 amu and Tp = 465 K as observed
in the previous section. The signal, however, also contains a signiﬁcant
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Figure 4.2: TPD traces for masses from 295 - 365 amu for a prepared monolayer
of coronene on graphite exposed to diﬀerent ﬂuences of 2300 K atomic D, ΦD .

56

CHAPTER 4. THERMAL DESORPTION MEASUREMENTS

contribution from other channels ranging from 295 - 302 amu. Here the
lower mass contribution is attributed to the fragmentation of molecules in
the ionization source. The higher masses are due to the natural abundance
of 13 C of 1.1 %. This will yield a probability of 20.5 %, 2.6 % and 0.2 %
for a molecule containing one, two or three 13 C-atoms. Two examples of
desorption traces after exposure to D-atoms are shown in ﬁgures 4.2(b) and
4.2(c). In both cases higher mass species are observed. In ﬁgure 4.2(b),
desorption traces following exposure to a D-atom ﬂuence of 1.0 · 1017 atoms
cm−2 show that the 300 amu peak and Tp remain at 465 K. Higher mass
species form a signiﬁcant fraction of the desorbing molecules and masses
as high as 350 amu are observed. The higher mass desorption peaks are
observed to shift to lower desorption temperatures and at 348 amu, Tp =
350 K. In ﬁgure 4.2(c) the desorption traces following exposure to a Datom ﬂuence of 3.1 · 1018 atoms cm−2 is shown. Here the majority of the
desorbing molecules have a mass above 350 amu and masses up to 360 amu
are observed. The main peak is located at 358 amu for which Tp = 376 K.
The reason for the change in Tp is investigated more thoroughly in section
4.4.
In order to investigate the mass evolution further, a series of histograms
are plotted in ﬁgure 4.3 displaying the mass distribution of desorbing species
for several diﬀerent D ﬂuences. These were obtained by integrating the
desorption traces for each mass over the entire temperature range. Initially,
before D exposure, primarily a 300 amu signal is obtained, as mentioned
earlier. For low D-atom ﬂuences the mass distribution broadens which is
illustrated in ﬁgure 4.3(b) and (c). For a ﬂuence of 1.40 · 1017 atoms cm−2
the distribution of desorbing species ranges from 300 amu - 350 amu as
illustrated in 4.3(c). If the coronene molecules are exposed to even higher
D ﬂuences the distribution narrows towards high masses as shown in ﬁgure
4.3(d) and (e). For the highest applied ﬂuence of 3.11 · 1018 atoms cm−2 the
distribution peaks around 358 amu and masses up to 360 amu are observed
corresponding to fully deuterated coronene (C24 D36 ). These masses can only
be obtained if all sites, i.e., outer edge, inner edge and centre sites have been
deuterated. Furthermore the H-atoms initially bound to the outer edge
carbon atoms have to be exchanged with D-atoms. This is expected to
happen through the following reaction scheme (where C represents an outer
edge carbon):
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Figure 4.3: Mass distributions for desorbing molecules from a prepared monolayer of coronene on graphite exposed to diﬀerent ﬂuences of 2300 K atomic D,
ΦD .
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CH + D −→ CHD
CHD + D −→ CD + HD
CD + D −→ CD2
This means that our measurements provide indirect evidence that coronene
can work as a catalyst for H2 -formation or in this case HD formation. Even
for the longest deuterium exposure a small signal still remains at 300 amu.
This is attributed to background desorption from the sample mount.
Deuteration experiments using a 1000 K D-beam were also carried out.
The reason for lowering the temperature is to use gas temperatures more
applicable for the areas of the ISM where PAHs are thought to be important in H2 -formation. The reaction cross-sections will most likely vary with
temperature and at this beam temperature deuteration of the graphite does
not occur, which might change the reaction pathway. For the 1000 K D
beam, exposure times ranging from 60 s to 55000 s were used. A ﬂux of
8 · 1013 atoms s−1 cm−2 was determined for the 1000 K D beam through
deuteration of Si(100), giving in ﬂuences ranging from 5 · 1015 atoms cm−2
to 3.1 · 1018 atoms cm−2 . Five of the resulting mass distributions can be
seen in ﬁgure 4.4. The pristine coronene distribution looks the same as for
previous measurements and for short dose lengths a broadening of the mass
distribution is still observed similar to the 2300 K D-atoms (Fig. 4.4(b) and
(c)). However, several smaller peaks are observed in the broad distributions.
In ﬁgure 4.4(b) these peaks appear at 310, 322, 330 and 336 amu, while in
ﬁgure ﬁgure 4.4(c) they are observed at 308, 338 and 350 amu. For higher
ﬂuences the mass distribution narrows into the two high mass peaks initially
observed at 338 and 352 amu. These can be seen both in ﬁgure 4.4(c) and
(d). With increasing dose length the positions of the peaks are observed
to shift toward higher masses. The peaks are always the same number of
amu apart. The high mass peaks are always approx. 12 amu apart and
with increasing dose the highest mass peak increases in intensity, while the
lower mass peak decreases. In ﬁgure 4.4(e) the low mass peak is completely
gone and the high mass peak is peaking at 359 amu with masses up to 361
amu measured. This means that hydrogenation of all sites continues to take
place, as do abstraction reactions, when the D beam is cooled and coronene
continue to work as a catalyst for HD formation.
The diﬀerent peaks observed are thought to be related to distinct stable hydrogenation conﬁgurations, as was observed for coronene cations by

4.2. DEUTERATION OF CORONENE

59

Figure 4.4: Mass distributions for desorbing molecules from a prepared monolayer of coronene on graphite exposed to diﬀerent ﬂuences of 1000 K atomic D,
ΦD . Some of the signiﬁcant peaks in the mass distributions are labelled
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Figure 4.5: Mass distributions for desorbing molecules from a prepared monolayer of coronene on graphite exposed to 500 K atomic D for diﬀerent exposure
times, tD .

Cazaux et al. [89]. We observe, however, a shift of all peaks towards higher
masses as a function of ﬂuence, due to the substitution of H with D. This
makes it hard to determine the speciﬁc stable conﬁgurations. However, since
the two high mass peaks observed in ﬁgure 4.4(c)-(e) are always approx. 12
amu apart, their appearance is expected to be related to the deuteration of
centre sites. This suggest that there is a high barrier for the ﬁrst centre site
addition. The high barrier leads to a low reaction probability and the other
sites continue to gain and exchange D-atoms, resulting in the build up of the
low mass peak. When the ﬁrst D-atom has been added to the centre ring
the π-electron structure of the centre ring weakens resulting in a lowering of
the barrier for subsequent additions. The high mass peak then corresponds
to a fully deuterated centre ring. This is in disagreement with the DFT
calculations on hydrogenation of coronene made by Rauls and Hornekær
[65], which showed a zero barrier to centre site for the 6th addition. This
was, however, under the assumption that the addition could happen from
below the coronene molecule. This might not be possible in the current experiment geometry, since the D-beam is too cold to deuterate the graphite.
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This needs to be investigated in more detail. Experiments using an atomic
H beam, rather than a D beam, are already planned and will give a greater
insight into the stable hydrogenation states of coronene, since a mass change
due to H/D substitution does not take place.
Initial measurements were also made with 500 K D-atoms yielding the
mass distributions seen in ﬁgure 4.5. Here masses above 348 amu are also
observed, meaning that all types of sites are hydrogenated and that abstraction takes place. Further more the double peak structure at high masses is
also observed in ﬁgure 4.5(c).

4.3

Kinetic simulations of the deuteration of
coronene

This section shows how kinetic simulations can be used to ekstract reaction
cross-sections from the experimentally measured mass distributions showed
in the previous section. This work is published in the paper "Polycyclic
aromatic hydrocarbons - catalysts for molecular hydrogen formation" [141].
The algorithm used for kinetic simulations was created in MatLab by me
and I wrote the majority of the paper. In the simulation, the molecular
distribution was evaluated through a series of time steps. For each time step
three possible reactions can happen:
C24 Hx Dy + D −→ C24 Hx Dy+1
C24 Hx Dy + D −→ C24 Hx Dy−1 + D2
C24 Hx Dy + D −→ C24 Hx−1 Dy + HD
where the ﬁrst reaction is an addition reaction and the two others are abstraction reactions, whereby an incoming D-atom abstracts a D- or H-atom
as D2 or HD respectively. This means that the algorithm is not site speciﬁc,
hence it does not distinguish between outer edge, inner edge and centre sites.
The rate of an addition reaction involving a hydrogenated coronene molecule
with n excess H/D-atoms was determined by the D-atom ﬂux, φD and an
addition cross-section, σadd (n), dependent on the degree of hydrogenation.
Since the cross-section for addition was treated as being only dependent on
the number of excess H/D-atoms on the molecule it is in essence an average
over additions onto all available sites of all possible conformers of the hydrogenated coronene for a given degree of hydrogenation. The cross-section for
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Figure 4.6: Relative yield of the coronene 300 amu signal as a function of Datom ﬂuence (black dots). The decay can be ﬁtted by a single exponential decay
function (red curve).

the ﬁrst addition, σadd (0), can be determined by plotting the relative yield of
the 300 amu signal as a function of the D ﬂuence as seen in ﬁgure 4.6 (black
dots). σadd (0) can then be determined by ﬁtting an exponential decay
I300 = I0 exp(−ΦD σadd (0)) + I∞

(4.5)

where I300 is the relative yield, I0 is the initial relative yield and I∞ is the
relative yield at inﬁnity. The ﬁt is also shown in ﬁgure 4.6 (red line). The
best ﬁt for the decay gives a cross-section for the ﬁrst D-atom addition of
σadd (0) = 0.55 ± 0.03 Å2 .
For n > 0, σadd (n) was treated as a variable parameter. The rate of
abstraction scales linearly with the φD , n, and the abstraction cross-section,
σabs (n), for each excess H/D-atom. Abstraction was not allowed for n = 0,
so the molecules will always have at least 12 H/D-atoms. The cross-section
for both H and D were taken to be equal. For each simulated time step, the
corresponding ﬁnal mass distribution was evaluated. The molecular distributions were modifying to reﬂect the correct 13 C : 12 C ratio and by including fragmentation in the mass spectrometer ionization process. Since the
fragmentation pattern of the superhydrogenated species is unknown it was
assumed to be the same as for pristine coronene. This might not be a completely valid assumption, since the deuterated species most likely are more
unstable and therefore more prone to fragmentation. For pristine coronene
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Table 4.1: Abstraction (σabs ) and addition (σadd ) cross-sections used in the simulations presented in this section. All values are in units of Å2 . [141]

the probability of loosing 1 H/D-atom is 7.5%, 2 H/D-atoms is 9.7%, 3
H/D-atoms is 2.8% and 4-5 H/D-atoms is less than 1%.
Several sets of cross-sections were tried both for addition and abstraction
reactions. Three sets of cross-sections have been picked out and are listed
in table 4.1. In simulation 1 σabs /n = 0.06 Å2 , which is an experimentally
determined value found by Mennella et al. [74] for a 300 K D beam. The
σadd (n) used were then the ones yielding the best ﬁt with this σabs /n. The
corresponding evolution in the mass abundances are plotted relative to Datom ﬂuence for the masses 300 amu, 320 amu, 340 amu, 350 amu and 355
amu as the blue curve in ﬁgure 4.7(a), (b), (c), (d) and (e) respectively. The
corresponding experimental values are plotted in ﬁgure 4.7 as black dots. It
can be seen that this model reproduces the experiment well at low masses,
but fails for the high masses. In simulation 2 σabs /n was reduced to 0.01 Å2
where the best ﬁt was found. The corresponding mass evolutions are plotted
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Figure 4.7: Evolution in the abundance of (a) mass 300 amu, (b) 320 amu, (c)
340 amu, (d) 350 amu and (e) 355 amu as a function of D-atom ﬂuence. Black dots
are the experimental data, blue curves are simulation 1, red curves are simulation
2, while green curves are simulation 3. [141]
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in ﬁgure 4.7 as the red curve. This model replicates the experimental data
reasonably well for all masses. A model was also tried where σadd (n) was set
to be dependant on the available sites for additions hence σadd (n) = (24 - n)
× 0.15 Å2 (simulations 3). This model is plotted in ﬁgure 4.7 as green lines
and can only reproduce the experimental data at high masses, but fails at
low masses.
The mass distributions found through simulation 2 have also been plotted
(in grey) together with 5 diﬀerent experimental mass distributions (in black)
in ﬁgure 4.8. Here it should be noted that this model in general resembles the
experimental data very well for most masses, but it has a few problems for
the lowest ﬂuences. Non-hydrogenated coronene is experimentally observed
in higher quantities, than expected from the model. This can partly be
explained by coronene desorbing from the sample holder, where it is not as
easily hydrogenated.
The cross-section is small for the ﬁrst addition reactions as seen in the
second column of table 4.1. This is consistent with the barrier of 60 meV predicted by DFT [65]. These calculations suggested a reduced energy barrier
for additions on the neighbouring sites, however the majority of the addition
sites will still have high barriers resulting in an overall small cross-section,
as observed. The σadd (n) suggested for the intermediate masses is generally independent of the available sites for addition. This may indicate that
the incoming D-atoms are mobile on the coronene molecule and are able to
scan the molecule for available addition sites. Similar behaviour has been
observed for the hydrogenation of graphite [146]. The odd-even variation
predicted by the simulations are generally not observed in the experimental
data. This could be related to diﬀerences in fragmentation patterns for the
deuterated molecules or because of reactions with atomic H created from H2
contamination in the gas line.
The more complex structure of the mass distribution of the coronene
hydrogenated with 1000 K D-atoms can not be reproduced by this simple
simulation algorithm. This is probably due to the lack of site speciﬁcity in
the algorithm. A site speciﬁc kinetic simulation algorithm is however under
development together with one of our collaborators, Herma Cuppen from
Nijmegen, Netherlands.
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Figure 4.9: The three most signiﬁcant even massed TPD traces after exposure to
atomic D plotted together with the TPD trace from a pristine coronene monolayer
(grey area). (a) Shows the TPD traces after exposure to an atomic D ﬂuence of
1.7 · 1016 atoms cm−2 and (b) to an atomic D ﬂuence of 3.1 · 1018 atoms cm−2 .

4.4

The coronene-graphite interaction during
deuteration

In this section data on the change in Edes resulting from deuteration of
coronene is presented. The results presented here are based on analysis
of the 2300 K D data presented in section 4.2. These results have been
submitted for publication to Journal of Chemical Physics. I carried out the
analysis and wrote the majority of the paper.
Examples of the three most signiﬁcant even mass desorption traces for
two diﬀerent ﬂuences of 2300 K D are shown in ﬁgure 4.9 together with the
300 amu trace from a pristine monolayer plotted in grey. In ﬁgure 4.9(a) the
three largest even mass desorption traces for a short D dose with a ﬂuence
of 1.7 · 1016 atoms cm−2 are illustrated. The blue curve is the desorption
trace for 300 amu and the Tp remains at 465 K. The green and red curves are
for 302 amu and 304 amu respectively corresponding to single and double
deuterated coronene molecules. Already here a decrease in Tp is observed
with Tp = 448 K for 302 amu and Tp = 432 K for 304 amu. In ﬁgure 4.9(b)
the three largest even mass desorption traces for a long D dose with a ﬂuence
of 3.1 · 1018 atoms cm−2 are illustrated. The blue, green and red curves are
for 356 amu, 358 amu and 360 amu and all show a lower Tp compared to the
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(a)

(b)

Figure 4.10: (a) Tp found for the most signiﬁcant desorption peaks for 16 diﬀerent
ﬂuences of 2300 K D-atoms, plotted relative to mass. (b) Edes found from the Tp
shown (a), plotted relative to mass

300 amu peak. It is also worth noticing that even the largest peaks are more
than 20 times smaller than the 300 amu peak from the pristine coronene
ﬁlm for the long D dose. This is partly due to the broader distribution of
molecules and partly due to a loss of molecules during hydrogenation. A loss
of up to 75 % of molecules during deuteration has previously been observed,
when hydrogenating with a 2300 K D beam [141]. It is also worth noticing
that the TPDs appear to still exhibit ﬁrst-order kinetics, hence the Redhead
equation can be used to determine Edes for the desorbing molecules.
In order to determine Edes over the whole mass range Tp has been determined for the observed desorption peaks for 16 diﬀerent ﬂuences of 2300 K
D-atoms. The resulting temperatures are plotted relative to mass in ﬁgure
4.10(a). It is assumed that ν is between 8.9 · 1017 s−1 and 4.8 · 1018 s−1 as
determined for pristine coronene mentioned in section 4.1 and ν = 2.9 · 1018
s−1 has been been used to determine the binding energies. The resulting
binding energies are plotted relative to mass in ﬁgure 4.10(b). Initially Edes
decreases very rapidly with mass from 1.78 eV for non-deuterated coronene
to 1.55 eV at 318 amu. After this Edes decreases to a minimum 1.34 eV at
347 amu and then increases to 1.43 eV at 360 amu. This general decrease
in Edes is expected and attributed to the removal of π-electrons from the
π-electron system through the conversion of the carbon hybridisation from
sp2 to sp3 , as well as the simultaneous buckling of the molecule predicted
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Figure 4.11: DFT calculations of the binding energy for several diﬀerent conformations of hydrogenated coronene plotted relative to the number of additional
H-atoms. The conformations promoting the least amount of buckling are shown
at the top and conformations promoting the most amount of buckling are shown
at the bottom. The grey area shows the range within which the DFT calculations
predict the binding energy should be.

by DFT calculations [71].
DFT calculations on the binding energy of several diﬀerent conﬁgurations of hydrogenated coronene have been carried out by Mie Andersen.
The calculations were performed using the optB88-vDW functional [44] in a
similar manner to those concerning pristine coronene on graphite [49]. The
resulting energies are plotted as dots relative to the number of additional
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H-atoms attached in ﬁgure 4.11. Each hydrogenation state can be realized
in diﬀerent conﬁgurations, which all contain the same number of H-atoms,
but diﬀer from each other with respect to the positions of the H-atoms.
The binding energy has been determined for 25 diﬀerent conﬁgurations covering 10 diﬀerent degrees of hydrogenation. 10 of these conﬁgurations are
illustrated in ﬁgure 4.11. The grey area marks the boundaries of the calculation. That is the grey area covers the binding energy of all possible
hydrogenated coronene molecules according to the DFT calculations. The
details of all of the individual conﬁgurations will not be discussed here. It
is, however, worth noting that the highest binding energies are those that
promote the least amount of buckling. For 24 additional H-atoms this occurs for coronene that is equally hydrogenated on both sides of the molecule,
i.e. fully trans-hydrogenated coronene. These conﬁgurations are shown at
the top of ﬁgure 4.11. The lowest binding energies are on the other hand
generally the ones that promote the most buckling of the molecule, which
for 24 additional H-atoms is for completely single sided hydrogenation, i.e.
fully cis-hydrogenated coronene. For up to 4 additional H-atoms the lowest
binding energy is, however, achieved through hydrogenation of centre sites
on the bottom side of the molecules, i.e. with the adsorbed H-atom sitting
between the coronene carbon skeleton and the graphite. The lowest energy
conﬁgurations are shown in the bottom of ﬁgure 4.11. The reduction of the
π-electron system only results in a minor decrease in binding energy, since
the fully trans-hydrogenated coronene has a binding energy of 1.80 eV, compared to 1.90 eV for ordinary coronene. The buckling on the other hand
seems to result in a much larger decrease since the fully cis-hydrogenated
coronene has a binding energy of 1.09 eV.
When comparing the experimental data to the DFT calculations, several
problems occur. The DFT calculations, for non-hydrogenated coronene,
yields a binding energy which is 0.14 eV higher than that observed experimentally. Furthermore due to the exchange of H and D, the predicted
calculated desorption energies for a given hydrogenation state can cover up
to 13 amu, since the amount of H exchanged to D is unknown. In other
words the binding energy of a given hydrogenation state n can apply to all
the molecules described by the formula C24 H12−i Dn+i , where i = 0 - 12 and
describes the number of H exchanged with D. In order to overcome these
diﬀerences and compare the trend of the DFT with that found in the experimental data, 0.14 eV has been subtracted from all the values found through
DFT calculations and all possible molecular species have been taken into
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Figure 4.12: The grey area shows the range within which the DFT calculations
predict the binding energy should be, after subtracting 0.14 eV and taking all
molecular species for each hydrogenation state into account. The experimentally
found values are plotted in black.

account for each hydrogenation state. These two corrections result in the
light grey area plotted in ﬁgure 4.12 as the possible energies predicted by
the DFT calculation. The experimentally determined binding energies are
plotted in ﬁgure 4.12 as well. The decrease in energy observed from 301 310 amu lies below what can be achieved through hydrogenation from the
top. Even for the conﬁguration yielding the maximum amount of buckling,
i.e. centre side addition. For these masses only bottom side hydrogenation
of centre sides yields low enough binding energies. This is contradictory to
DFT calculations [65] and the expected addition path for 1000 K D-atoms
described in section 4.2. However, the 2300 K D beam has suﬃcient energy
to deuterate the graphite, hence the additions might rely on surface abstraction instead of gas phase impingement, as will be described in section 4.5.
For the higher masses the binding energies suggest a combination of single
sided and double sided hydrogenation since the values lie between the cisand trans-hydrogenation limit. The increase in binding energy from 347
amu to 360 amu could suggest a decrease in the buckling of the molecule
occurring through the ﬁnal deuterium addition reactions.
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Coronene deuteration through interaction
with deuterated graphite

This section will discuss how coronene can be deuterated through interaction
with graphite that has allready been deuterated. These results have been
published in the paper "Hydrogenation of PAH molecules through interaction with hydrogenated carbonaceous grains" [142]. I only took a minor part
in collecting this data and analysing it. I commented on the paper prior to
publication.
For all experiments a freshly cleaved HOPG crystal was used, which had
been annealed to at least 1200 K prior to experiments. D-atoms were dosed
with the hot capillary source held at 2000 K and coronene was deposited with
the Knudsen-cell evaporation source held at 180◦C. Graphite was deuterated
by exposing it to the bare hot capillary source. A typical TPD spectrum of
D2 from graphite is shown in ﬁgure 4.13(a), labelled 0 s. The TPD trace
shows two distinct desorption peaks at 490 K and 580 K respectively in
agreement with the literature [137]. These peaks follow ﬁrst-order kinetics
and have been shown to come from recombination of pre paired dimers [4].
The TPD trace in ﬁgure 4.13(a) (0 s) results from a graphite saturated with
atomic D, leading to a saturation coverage of 0.4 ± 0.2 [137]. The other
TPD traces in ﬁgure 4.13(a) are from graphite exposed to coronene for the
labelled amount of time and subsequently exposed to an atomic D ﬂuence
corresponding to the saturation ﬂuence. There is a dramatic decrease in the
D2 signal and after 6 s of coronene exposure the signal is almost completely
suppressed.
TPD measurements of coronene desorpbing from graphite indicate that
a 40 s coronene dose is needed to completely cover the graphite surface
with molecules. The D2 signal, however, decreases rapidly with coronene
exposure and 25 % of a monolayer is enough to completely suppress the
signal, as shown in ﬁgure 4.13(b) (ﬁlled circles). This suggest that the
coronene molecules can scan the surface and react with the D adsorbed to
the graphite surface. That coronene is mobile on the surface is consistent
with the pre-exponential factor found in section 4.1, which was close to
the mobile limit predicted by transitions state theory [49]. This is also
supported by DFT calculations [49] and STM [55]. If the dose is reversed,
hence the sample is saturated with atomic D and then coronene is deposited,
the picture is the same, as seen in 4.13(b) (open circles). Here the D2 signal
is also completely suppressed for doses with a coverage of less than half a
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Figure 4.13: (a) TPD traces for the desorption of D2 from 0, 1, 2, 4, 5 and
6 s exposures of coronene on HOPG subsequently exposed to a D-atom ﬂuence
suﬃcient to saturate the clean graphite. (b) Decay of the D2 desorption yield
corresponding to the data in (a) (ﬁlled circles) and for the reverse system where
the HOPG was ﬁrst exposed to a saturation D-atom dose followed by coronene
(open circles). [142]

monolayer of coronene.
That the coronene in fact reacts with the adsorbed D can be conﬁrmed
by measuring the masses of the desorbing coronene species after the reverse
dose. The result is shown in ﬁgure 4.14. Figure 4.14(a) shows the mass
distribution for a pristine coronene monolayer, while ﬁgure 4.14(b)-(e) shows
the desorption of coronene species from graphite saturated with D after
exposure to diﬀerent amounts of coronene. For the 5 s coronene dose it is
clear that the coronene does in fact react with the pre adsorbed D. There is
a clear reduction of the 300 amu signal, corresponding to pristine coronene,
and superdeuterated species with masses up to at least 340 amu are detected.
This corresponds to addition of up to 20 D-atoms. For longer coronene
doses the signal seems to be dominated by species with a lower degree of
hydrogenation, however masses up to 340 amu can be observed.
We can now consider the number of D-atoms available for reaction. Since
the amount of available sites for deuteration, as well as the saturation coverage [137] is known, the amount of available D-atoms can be calculated as
15
−1
of coronene on graphite it is known
(1.5 ± 0.8)
√ · 10 √ cm . For a monolayer
◦
that a 21 × 21 R ± 10.9 superstructure is formed [49] [53] [54] [55].
This gives a coronene surface density of 8.4 · 1013 cm−1 , meaning that 17 ±
9 D-atoms should be attached to each coronene molecule on average if all
D-atoms were to react. This means that the average mass of the coronene
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Figure 4.14: Mass distributions for desorbing coronene species obtained for (a)
coronene adsorbed on a non-deuterated graphit surface and following exposure of
a D-atom saturated graphite surface to coronene exposures of (b) 5, (c) 10, (d) 20
and (e) 30 s. [142]

molecules desorbing from a complete monolayer deposited on a D covered
surface should be 332 ± 18 amu. This is clearly not the case for any of
the mass distributions shown in ﬁgure 4.14, even for the 5 s dose where the
coronene coverage is close to 0.1 ML. This suggest that D-atoms are "lost"
in the reaction.
The coronene dose times of 5, 10, 20 and 30 s can be recalculated to
coverages of 0.09, 0.42, 0.54 and 0.85 ML respectively. Based on this and the
mass distributions shown in ﬁgure 4.14, together with D2 detected directly
from the surface (ﬁgure 4.13), the fraction D-atoms accounted for can be
estimated. The estimated fraction of detected/available D-atoms have been
plotted as a function of coronene exposure time (open circles) in ﬁgure 4.15.
The coronene coverages have also been plotted here (ﬁlled circles). The
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Figure 4.15: Growth of the coronene monolayer (ﬁlled circles) and the fraction
of available D-atoms present in detected superhydrogenated species (open circles)
as a function of increasing coronene exposure. [142]

fraction of detected D-atoms remains almost constant at 8 ± 3 %, meaning
that around 90 % of the D-atoms are "lost".
DFT calculations suggest, as mentioned earlier, that the barrier for addition and abstraction of H/D to coronene after the ﬁrst addition is small or
zero [65]. Since addition is clearly observed, we suggest that the "loss" of Datoms is due to the abstraction of H/D and thereby release of HD/D2 . This
suggest that PAHs can facilitate desorption of H2 /HD/D2 even below the
minimum desorption temperature. However because of the heating needed
for TPD measurements it is not possible to determine at which temperature
the reactions starts to occur. Coronene is, however, expected to be mobile
on graphite down to even 100 K [49] and smaller PAHs will be mobile at
even lower temperatures.

4.6

Conclusion

In summary we have shown that TPD spectra from coronene on graphite
show two distinct desorption peaks; one peaking at 465 K attributed to
the monolayer and one continuously growing peak at lower temperature
attributed to the multilayer. The monolayer peak follows ﬁrst-order kinetics
and Edes was determined to be 1.8 ± 0.1 eV in good agreement with DFT
calculations executed using the opt-B88 functional and yielding 1.90 eV. The
multilayer was found to follow zero-order kinetics and Edes was determined
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to be 1.4 ± 0.1 eV. These measurements improve on the previous accuracy
of TPD measurements [18].
When the coronene monolayer gets exposed to atomic D masses above
348 amu are observed upon desorption of the molecular ﬁlm for 2300 K, 1000
K and 500 K D-atoms. These masses can only be created if deuteration of
outer edge, inner edge and centre sites take place, as well as the exchange of
the original H-atoms with D-atoms. These exchange reactions are expected
to happen through the abstraction of HD, hence this suggests that coronene
can work as a catalyst for H2 -formation. Furthermore, for the deuteration
of coronene with the 1000 K atomic D beam, several peaks were observed
in the mass distribution. This is attributed to the higher stability of certain
hydrogenation states. At high masses two signiﬁcant peaks appear which are
always 12 amu apart. These are proposed to relate to centre site addition,
suggesting a high barrier for the ﬁrst centre site addition reaction.
The cross-sections for addition and abstraction of D during deuteration
with 2300 K D-atoms were investigated by comparing the experimental measurements with kinetic simulations. This investigation suggests that the
cross-section for D addition is independent of the number of available sites
for addition. This may indicate that the incoming D-atoms are mobile on
the coronene molecule and are able to scan the molecule for available addition sites. Furthermore the simulations suggest that the cross-section for
abstraction scales linearly with the number of sites for abstraction, i.e., the
number of excess D-atoms added to the molecule. It was found that a crosssection for abstraction of 0.01 Å2 per site replicated the experimental data
best. This is lower than a previously measured cross-section of 0.06 Å2 found
for 300 K D-atoms measured by Mennella et al. [74]. We suggest that this
is partly caused by the observed loss of molecules during the deuteration
process when using 2300 K D-atoms, which is thought to consist mainly of
deuterated molecules. However, other factors than the beam temperature
diﬀers in the two studies. Mennella et al., for instance, used multilayers of
coronene rather than monolayers on graphite.
Edes was also calculated for the deuterated coronene ﬁlms. This analysis
revealed that the deuteration of the coronene molecule reduces Edes from 1.78
eV at 300 amu to 1.34 eV at 348 amu. For higher masses Edes increases again
resulting in Edes = 1.43 eV at 360 amu. The decrease in Edes is expected
to be because of the removal of electrons from the π-electron system, as
well as a buckling of the coronene molecule. DFT calculations show that
the decrease in the number of π-electrons results in only a small decrease
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in binding energy; fully trans-hydrogenated coronene results in a binding
energy of 1.80 eV, compared to 1.90 eV for ordinary coronene. Buckling and
hydrogenation from the bottom, on the other hand, seems to result in a much
larger decrease; fully cis-hydrogenated coronene has a binding energy of 1.09
eV. When comparing the DFT calculations with the experimental data, the
DFT suggest that the coronene molecules initially gets hydrogenated on the
bottom side for masses below 310 amu. For masses above 310 amu the DFT
calculations predict that the molecules are slightly buckled. The increase in
binding energy from 347 amu to 360 amu, could suggest a decrease in the
buckling of the molecule through the ﬁnal addition reactions. That is, the
molecule gain a more planar geometry as the saturated superhydrogenated
structure is approached.
Hydrogenation of coronene through interaction with deuterated graphite
was also investigated and shows that 0.25 ML of coronene is suﬃcient to
suppress the D desorption signal regardless of whether D or coronene is
dosed ﬁrst. This suggests coronene to be mobile on the surface and that it
can react with the adsorbed deuterium. This was conﬁrmed by measuring
the masses of the desorbing coronene molecules which showed masses up
to 340 amu. Only 8 ± 3 % of the adsorbed D-atoms were accounted for
following the experiment. The rest are expected to have desorbed as HD/D2 ,
suggesting that PAHs adsorbed on hydrogenated carbonaceous grains may
serve as a route to release H2 as well as a route to superhydrogenated PAH
species.

Chapter 5
Scanning tunneling microscopy
measurements
In this chapter all the scanning tunneling microscopy results obtained
during my PhD will be discussed. The ﬁrst section (5.1) will focus on STM
measurements of pristine coronene on graphite and the diﬀerent structures
and imaging modes observed. The second section (5.2) will look into STM
measurements of hydrogented coronene on graphite, where both a 2300 K
and a room temperature (RT) H-atom beam were used.
All the new STM measurements presented in this chapter were carried
out at LHe temperatures (∼ 5 K) and are unpublished. The DFT calculations on adsorption geometry used for comparison were published in [49].
The measurements presented here were carried out together with Jakob
Holm Jørgensen, Richard Balog and Frederik Doktor Simonsen. The DFT
calculations on adsorption geometry were made by Mie Andersen and Lara
Ferrighi under supervision of Bjørk Hammer.
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Figure 5.1: Illustration of the adsorption
√pattern of a ◦coronene monolayer on
√
graphite. The coronene creates a 21 × 21 R ± 10.9 superstructure on the
graphite [54]

5.1

Pristine coronene on graphite

Coronene monolayers on graphite have previously been investigated using
STM [49] [54] [55], as mentioned in section 3.1 where a selection of such STM
images
are
√ shown. All◦ studies revealed a close-packed structure following a
√
21 × 21 R ± 10.9 superstructure on the graphite. This superstructure
is illustrated in ﬁgure 5.1 and corresponds to an intermolecular distance of
11.1 Å, hence b1 = b2 = 11.1 Å. Submonolayer coverages of coronene have
also been investigated before with STM at 20 K [55], however, coronene
molecules were observed to be extremely mobile and stable coronene islands
were only found at step edges.
Recently, an attempt to simulate STM images of coronene on graphite
was made using DFT. This was done using the optB88-vdW functional [56]
and compared to experimental work. Two diﬀerent imaging simulation approaches were used together with the DFT; the Tersoﬀ-Hamann approxima-
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Figure 5.2: Experimental [(a)-(c)] and simulated [(d)-(i)] STM images of a
coronene monolayer on graphite (graphene from simulations). The experimental scanning parameters are (a) Vt = -3.11 V, It = 70 pA, (b) Vt = 1.74 V, It =
120 pA, and (c) Vt = 4.14 V, It = 110 pA. (d)-(f) ESQC simulated images with
the superimposed atomic structure. The simulated tunneling parameters are (d)
Vt = -2.83 V, It = 70 pA, (e) Vt = 3.46 V, It = 23 pA, (f) Vt = 4.20 V, It = 2.2
pA. (g)-(i) DFT-TH simulated images with the superimposed atomic structure.
The simulated tunneling parameters are (g) Vt = -2.83 V, It = 500 pA, (h) Vt =
3.46 V, It = 500 pA, (i) Vt = 4.20 V, It = 500 pA. Figure reproduced from [56].

tion (DFT-TH) [37] and the elastic scattering quantum chemistry (ESQC)
method [147] [148]. DFT-TH models the tip as a sphere with a single s-wave
state, whereas the ESQC method allows for a more realistic tip description
by choosing a speciﬁc tip apex. The resulting calculated images were compared with experimental measurements for three diﬀerent imaging modes,
the results are shown in ﬁgure 5.2. The experimental images were measured
at the SDL lab using an Aarhus STM [149] at 120 K and are shown in ﬁgure 5.2(a)-(c). The images generated using the ESQC method reproduce
the experimental images well at all scanning parameters, while the DFT-TH
only shows a good agreement at high bias voltages. Two important things
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Unit cell
b1
b2

Graphite axes

11°

Figure 5.3: STM image of coronene on graphite at 5 K with a coverage close
to a monolayer. The graphite axes and angle between one axis and the coronene
superstructure are illustrated. The scanning parameters are: Vt = -1.90 V, It =
68 pA. The inset shows the closed packed structure in a similar imaging mode,
with the unit cell superstructure illustrated. The scanning parameters are: Vt =
-3.00 V, It = 60 pA

should be taken from this study. First a realistic tip description is extremely
important for the image-simulations of the coronene molecules using DFT.
Second the molecules can appear both as bright (ﬁgure 5.2(a)/(d)) and as
dark (ﬁgure 5.2(b)+(c)/(e)+(f)) compared to the space between them, when
observed with STM. Therefore DFT calculations are often crucial to determine their speciﬁc conﬁguration.
In this thesis STM measurements of coronene deposited on HOPG at
varying coverages were performed. The HOPG was cleaved prior to being
mounted in the sample holder and annealed to at least 1100 K before experiments. Coronene was deposited using our Knudsen-cell evaporation source
and the sample was subsequently annealed to approx. 390 K to desorb
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(d)

(h)

(e)

(i)

Figure 5.4: STM images of individual coronene molecules as found in closepacked conﬁguration on graphite. Images were taken with diﬀerent scanning parameters and/or imaging mode. All images are 14 x 14 Å. The scanning parameters
are: (a) Vt = -3.25 V, It = 60 pA, (b) Vt = -3.00 V, It = 68 pA, (c) Vt = -3.00
V, It = 60 pA, (d) Vt = -2.75 V, It = 60 pA, (e) Vt = -2.25 V, It = 60 pA, (f) Vt
= -3.56 V, It = 65 pA, (g) Vt = -3.17 V, It = 56 pA, (h) Vt = -3.00 V, It = 56
pA and (i) Vt = -2.76 V, It = 60 pA

multilayers and create a saturated monolayer.
An STM image taken at a coverage close to 1 ML is shown in ﬁgure
5.3. Here two diﬀerent packing structures are observed. In the bottom
right side of the image a close packed structure with six fold symmetry
is present, where all molecules are imaged in the same way. The rest of
the image shows a less dense packing phase with vacancy lines occurring in
three diﬀerent directions. Here individual molecules do not look symmetric,
which is attributed to diﬀerences in the local environment for the individual
molecules. Small patches of the close packed phase are also observed in the
less dense phase. Close inspection of the low density phase reveals that the
three directions observed follow the graphite axes. As illustrated in ﬁgure 5.3
the close packed area is rotated 11◦ ±1◦ compared to the graphite axis. The
inset shows an image taken of the close packed phase in a similar imaging
mode. A unit cell is illustrated in this inset. The side lengths of the unit cell
is identiﬁed
1 = b2 = 11 ± 1 Å. This is consistent with the previously
√ and b√
observed 21 × 21 R ± 10.9◦ superstructure [49] [53] [54] [55].
The imaging mode shown in ﬁgure 5.3 is very similar to the one observed/simulated in ﬁgure 5.2 (a)/(d), however with more sub-molecular
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Figure 5.5: STM image of a close packed monolayer of coronene on graphite,
where the imaging mode changes while scanning from top to bottom. The layer is
slightly hydrogenated. The scanning parameters are Vt = -3.56 V, It = 65 pA

structure. Six individual lobes are observed, rather then a single ring, consistent with the 6 outer benzene rings. A zoom in on an individual molecule
from the inset is shown in ﬁgure 5.4(c). The same imaging mode is observed
for diﬀerent bias voltages, as shown in ﬁgure 5.4(a)-(e), where individual
molecules from other measurements are shown. An imaging mode similar
to the one in ﬁgure 5.2 (b)/(e), has also been observed, as shown in ﬁgure
5.4(f). Completely diﬀerent imaging modes were also observed as shown in
ﬁgure 5.4(g)-(i). The measurements could suggest that a speciﬁc imaging
mode is related to what is adsorbed on the tip, rather than the bias voltage, since a speciﬁc imaging mode can be found over a large range of bias
voltages. The imaging mode can also change completely while scanning at a
speciﬁc bias. An example of this is shown in ﬁgure 5.5, where the scanning
parameters are kept constant and the imaging mode changes radically in
the bottom 1/3 of the image. We note that this image was recorded after
the ML was exposed to atomic H and we attribute the bright petrussion to
adsorbed H-atoms. This suggest that DFT comparison might be even more
complicated than previously described and a new tip model could be needed.
Submonolayer coverages were established by heating the sample higher
than 390 K after exposing the graphite to coronene. Examples are shown
in ﬁgure 5.6. For coverages close to a monolayer, as in ﬁgure 5.6(a) (similar
to 5.3), the coronene molecules follow the graphite lattice and narrow lines
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Figure 5.6: STM images of coronene on graphite with submonolayer coverages.
The coverages are decreasing from (a) to (c). The scanning parameters are: (a)
Vt = -2.50 V, It = 76 pA, (b) Vt = -2.58 V, It = 64 pA and (c) Vt = -2.46 V, It
= 36 pA. (d) Is a 110 x 110 Å zoom in on an area in (c) only containing a single
layer of molecules. (e) Is a line proﬁle of the line illustrated in (c) with the length
between the coronene lines displayed.
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of vacancies are present. When
is very close to a complete
√ the coverage
√
monolayer small patches of the 21 × 21 R ± 10.9◦ superstructure is also
observed. At intermediate coverages, as shown in ﬁgure 5.6(b), the coronene
molecules form single or double lines which follow the graphite lattice axes
with broader lines of vacancies between them. At very low coverages lines
of single coronene molecules have been observed. This is shown in ﬁgure
5.6(c). The lines are all following the same graphite axis, although they are
not completely straight. The lines are equally spaced and 85 ± 5 Å apart,
suggesting a form of long range interaction. Molecules are, in some places,
observed to form second layers in disagreement with the Stranski-Karstanov
growth mode previously observed, as well as the other submonolayer images.
We note that in all of these submonolayer images a new imaging mode is
observed, which has only been observed in submonolayers. When scanning
on submonolayer ﬁlms the scanning conditions were generally more unstable
than for the close-packed monolayers and molecules were often moved around
by the tip. This explains why the structure has not been observed in previous
studies, which were carried out at higher temperatures. The bright parts
in ﬁgure 5.6(a) and (b) are attributed to coronene molecules adsorbed on
top of the coronene bottom layer. The graphite is hard to distinguish in the
presented images due to the diﬃcult imaging conditions, but close inspection
of certain submonolayer images reveals the graphite lattice.
In order to investigate the binding of a monolayer of coronene on graphite,
the most stable adsorption structure was investigated with DFT in [49] using the optB88-vdW functional. This is also relevant for the understanding of the monolayer structure in STM and it was also these calculations
that yielded the binding energies used for comparison with measurements
in section 4.1 and 4.4. The DFT calculations suggest that the most stable
structure/lowest energy for a single coronene molecule is achieved when the
molecule adsorbs ﬂat at a distance of 3.36 Å above the graphite basal plane.
AB stacking is prefered with respect to the graphite. Hence every second
carbon atom in the coronene molecule is located above the center of a carbon
hexagon in the graphite and every other coronene C-atom is directly above
a carbon atom in the upper graphene layer. This is very similar to what
is observed for the diﬀerent layers in a graphite crystal where the distance
between graphene layers is 3.35 Å [150] and AB stacking predominate. The
diﬀusion barrier was found to be 23 meV for the lowest energy path, supporting the hypothesis that molecules are mobile even at low temperatures.
When calculating the stable monolayer structure only AB stacking has been
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Figure 5.7: (a-c) Adsorption geometries and binding energies per molecule for
dimer complexes found with DFT. The distances between the molecules are indicated in units of the graphite lattice vectors a1 and a2 and correspond to (a)
11.27 Å, (b) 12.30 Å, and (c) 10.72 Å. (d-f) Monolayer structures constructed from
the dimer structures in (a-c) and the corresponding binding energies per molecule.
[49]

considered. Three diﬀerent lattice parameters have been investigated 11.27
Å, 12.30 Å and 10.72 Å, where the 11.27 Å corresponds to what has been
experimentally determined by LEED [53]. The structures and the corresponding binding energies are shown in ﬁgure 5.7, where (a)-(c) are dimer
structures and (d)-(f) are the corresponding monolayer structures. The overall most stable structure with a binding energy per molecule of 1.90 eV, is
the one for a lattice parameter √
of 11.27√Å shown in 5.7(d). The corresponding unit cell is identical to the 21 × 21 R ± 10.9◦ determined by LEED
and STM. The eﬀect of rotating the coronene molecule around a ﬁxed point
at the center of the molecule was also investigated. This is shown in ﬁgure
5.8(a), where the potential energy curve for a 60◦ rotation of the molecule is
plotted. The most stable structure is found at a 3.65◦ rotation, as illustrated
in ﬁgure 5.8(b). The slight rotation away from the AB stacking is favoured
because it reduces the steric hindrance between H atoms on neighbouring
molecules. This avoidance of steric hindrance also gives rise to the other
peaks in potential energy curve, as illustrated in 5.8(c) and (d) and means
that coronene molecules will be fairly immobile in the monolayer, consistent
with the improved STM imaging conditions at monolayer coverage compared
to lower coverage.

88

CHAPTER 5. SCANNING TUNNELING MICROSCOPY
MEASUREMENTS

Figure 5.8: (a) The potential energy curve for rotating the coronene molecule in
ﬁgure 5.7(d) counter clockwise as found with DFT. The most stable conﬁguration is
the 3.65◦ rotated structure shown in (b), whereas (c) and (d) picture the structures
corresponding to two of the maxima as indicated on the graph in (a). The red
curved lines in (c) and (d) visualize the steric hindrance between H-atoms on
neighboring molecules.[49]

5.2

Hydrogenated coronene on graphite

To our knowledge studies of the hydrogenation of coronene or other PAHs
using SPM have not previously been published. The reason for studying
this is to get a better understanding of the addition pathway of H-atoms
to coronene. As mentioned in section 3.2 DFT calculation suggest that the
ﬁrst 5 additions takes place at edge sites, while the 6th and 7th addition
takes place at centre sites. These calculations were made on an isolated
coronene molecule and the TPD measurements presented in section 4.2 suggest that centre sites are hydrogenated last, since the bottom of the molecule
is blocked. A consequence of this single sided hydrogenation will also be that
the molecule will start to buckle up because of the uneven hydrogenation.
This would be interesting to conﬁrm with STM.
The coronene monolayers on graphite were prepared in the same way
as described in the previous section. This layer was subsequently exposed
to atomic hydrogen from either a bare HABS yielding 2300 K atomic H
or a HABS with a long quartz nose mounted on it, cooling the H-beam
to approx. RT. The ﬂux of H-atoms is, at the time of writing, unknown
and the ﬂuence for the individual measurements presented in this chapter is
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Figure 5.9: STM image of a coronene monolayer on graphite hydrogenated with
2300 K H-atoms. Scanning parameters are: Vt = -3.00 V, It = 68 pA

therefore unknown.
An example of a hydrogenated monolayer of coronene is shown in ﬁgure
5.9. This was hydrogenated using 2300 K H-atoms. A clear diﬀerence can
be seen compared to a pristine coronene monolayer. Only 30 % of the
molecules now show the 6 lobe structure mentioned in the previous section
(ﬁgure 5.4(a)-(e)) and are taken to be non-hydrogenated. The rest of the
molecules appear brighter in STM, either some of their lobes seem brighter
or they appear to have a completely diﬀerent structure. This is attributed
to diﬀerent degrees of hydrogenation of the molecules. Several vacancies are
also present in the layer imaged as dark areas. The unit cell is, however,
the same as for the non-hydrogenated monolayer. A comparison between
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(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(f )

Figure 5.10: Individual molecules have been extracted from ﬁgure 5.9 and are
shown to illustrate the diversity of structures which were observed in coronene after
hydrogenation. (a) Pristine coronene molecule. (b)-(f) hydrogenated coronene
molecules. All images are 14 x 14 Å. The scanning parameters are: Vt = -3.00 V,
It = 68 pA

(a)

(b)

(e)

(c)

(f )

(d)

(g)

Figure 5.11: Images of individual coronene molecules which were recorded after
close-packed coronene monolayers were exposed to 2300 K H-atoms. (a) and (e)
are the pristine coronene molecules, (b)-(d) and (f)-(g) are hydrogenated molecules
from the respective layers. The scanning parameters are: (a) Vt = -3.17 V, It =
56 pA and (b) Vt = -3.00 V, It = 56 pA. All images are 14 x 14 Å
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Figure 5.12: STM image of a coronene monolayer on graphite hydrogenated with
RT H-atoms. Scanning parameters are: Vt = -3.00 V, It = 60 pA

observed molecular types from ﬁgure 5.9 is shown in ﬁgure 5.10. Figure
5.10(a) shows an image of one of the molecules that appears unchanged after
the hydrogenation and are assumed to be a pristine coronene molecule. The
rest of the images in ﬁgure 5.10 are the molecules that have changed after
exposure to H-atom and are therefore taken to be hydrogenated. These can
be separated into three diﬀerent types. There are molecules showing bright
patches, while the rest of the molecule keeps the original lobe structure
(Figure 5.10 (b) and (c)). This is the most commonly observed type. Second
there are also molecules where most of or the whole of outer ring appears
bright, while the original lobe structure has disappeared (Figure 5.10 (d)
and (e)). These are also fairly common. Third there are examples where the
whole molecule appears bright and looks elongated (Figure 5.10 (f))). Few
of these are observed.
Molecules from two other imaging modes are shown in ﬁgure 5.11, with
(a) and (e) being the pristine molecule for the two modes and (b)-(d) and (f)-
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(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(f )

(g)

(h)

(e)

Figure 5.13: Images of individual coronene molecules which were recorded after close-packed coronene monolayers were exposed to RT H-atoms. (a)-(e) are
molecules from the image in ﬁgure 5.12. (a) and (f) are the pristine coronene
molecules, (b)-(e) and (g)-(h) are hydrogenated molecules from the respective layers. The scanning parameters are: (a) Vt = -3.00 V, It = 60 pA and (b) Vt =
-2.76 V, It = 56 pA. All images are 14 x 14 Å

(g) being the respective hydrogenated molecules. The hydrogenation level is
generally lower for these measurements because of a lower H ﬂux and only
1/3 or half of the individual molecules appear bright.
Figure 5.12 shows a monolayer of coronene hydrogenated with a RT Hbeam. Due to an untested design of the cooling nozzle only low degrees
of hydrogenation were achieved. The layer is generally close-packed with
some vacancies. A closer look on the hydrogenated molecules is given in
ﬁgure 5.13(a)-(e), with (a) being the pristine molecule. Here typically only
half of the molecule appears bright, consistent with the lower degree of
hydrogenation. Another imaging mode is shown in ﬁgure 5.13(f)-(h), with
(f) being the pristine molecule. Here one third or less appears bright.
For the coronene molecules hydrogenated with the 2300 K H-beam as well
as the RT H-beam, the most observed change is that half of the molecule
or less appears brighter than for the pristine molecule. This suggest that
hydrogen atoms are added to one or more edge sites. The second most
common structure is the one where most or all of the outer lobes light
up. This suggests a higher degree of hydrogenation, however, since the
middle of the molecule still appears dark in both cases, one would think
that the centre sites are not hydrogenated. It is of course unknown if this
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is because the whole outer ring is hydrogenated or because similar parts of
the edge carbon structure is hydrogenated. This is all consistent with DFT
studies [65] as well as the TPD studies presented in the previous chapter,
suggesting that it is preferential to hydrogenate edge sites before centre sites.
In order to determine when the centre sites get hydrogenated higher degrees
of hydrogenation will, however, have to be observed. In order to determine
the speciﬁc addition sites DFT simulated images will properly be needed.
The elongated molecule in ﬁgure 5.10(f) could be a buckled molecule.
Images of hydrogenated submonolayers were also obtained, but due to
the dependence of the local environment for the imaging of the individual
molecules, the hydrogenated layer looks very messy. This make any qualitative analysis impossible and will therefore not be discussed here.

5.3

Conclusion

√
In
summary
the
coronene
monolayer
was
conﬁrmed
to
follow
the
21 ×
√
◦
21 R ± 10.9 superstructure on the graphite in agreement with previous
studies, however, with improved sub-molecular structure reported here. The
coronene monolayers showed several diﬀerent imaging modes, which can be
attributed to diﬀerent tunnelling parameters or, in some cases, molecules
adsorbed at the tip. The most observed imaging mode showed a 6 lobe
structure, with a dark centre ring, consistent with the six outer benzene rings
and the one centre ring. Submonolayers were observed to be less stable than
a complete monolayer and molecules were observed to be adsorbed along the
three graphite axes. At very low coverage the molecules were observed to
only follow one direction of the graphite in the form of lines with an equal
spacing of 85 ± 5 Å, suggesting a form of long range interaction. DFT
calculations attributed the higher stability of the complete monolayer to the
molecules interlocking by rotating slightly away from the AB stacking to
avoid steric tension.
After hydrogenating a monolayer of coronene with either 2300 K or RT
H-atoms several molecules showed brighter parts, when imaged with STM.
When imaged in the 6 lobe structure imaging mode, the changed molecules
mostly showed one or more brighter lobes. This is attributed to hydrogenation of the edge carbon atoms to diﬀerent hydrogenation states. This
is consistent with the TPD measurements and calculations suggesting that
edge atoms get hydrogenated ﬁrst. A few molecules hydrogenated with 2300
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K H-atoms appeared elongated and showed a completely diﬀerent structure.
This could be due to buckling of the superhydrogenated coronene molecule.
Generally more STM investigations are needed to support the suggested
hydrogenation pathway for both the 2300 K and RT H-atoms. We will need
to achieve higher degrees of hydrogenation and observe the change in the
appearance of the molecules as a function of hydrogenation level. This will
still only allow us to speculate on the speciﬁc hydrogenation conﬁguration
based on the STM-images alone and DFT calculations will probably be
needed to conﬁrm these speculations.

Chapter 6
Summary and Outlook
This chapter provides a summary of the results presented in this thesis
together with an outlook suggesting future experiments. The summary is
written in such a way that it can be read independent from the rest of the
thesis and can therefore be viewed as an abstract to the entire thesis.
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6.1

Summary

PAHs are thought to account for 5 - 20 % of all carbon in the ISM and are
believed to be ubiquitous. They have been suggested to catalyse the formation of molecular hydrogen in the ISM and it is this role which motivates
the work presented in this thesis.
In this thesis I have presented TPD measurements describing the desorption of pristine coronene from graphite. This showed two distinct desorption
peaks; a monolayer peak following ﬁrst-order desorption kinetics, peaking at
465 K; and a continuously growing multilayer peak following zero-order kinetics with the peak starting at around 320 K. The pre-exponential factor
for the monolayer was calculated using transition state theory and the desorption energy of the monolayers was determined to be 1.8 ± 0.1 eV in good
agreement with the binding energy found with DFT calculations executed
yielding 1.90 eV. The desorption energy for the multilayer was found to be
1.4 ± 0.1 eV.
Pristine coronene ﬁlms were also investigated
coronene
√
√using STM. The
◦
monolayer was conﬁrmed to follow the 21 × 21 R ± 10.9 superstructure on graphite as reported in previous studies. Coronene monolayers were
observed to show several diﬀerent imaging modes. Submonolayers were also
observed and were found to be less stable than the complete monolayer and
the molecules were found to adsorb along the three graphite axes.
Coronene monolayers on graphite were exposed to atomic D and probed
in TPD experiments. Masses above 348 amu were observed, using 2300 K,
1000 K and 500 K D-atoms. These masses can only be created if deuteration
of outer edge, inner edge and centre sites take place, as well as the exchange
of the original H atoms with D atoms. These exchange reactions are expected
to happen through Eley-Rideal abstraction of HD, hence this indirectly suggests that coronene can work as a catalyst for H2 -formation. Furthermore,
for the deuteration of coronene with the 1000 K atomic D beam, several
peaks were observed in mass distribution. This was attributed to higher
stability of certain hydrogenation states. After high ﬂuence exposure, two
signiﬁcant peaks appear at high masses, which are always 12 amu apart.
This may be related to centre site addition, suggesting a high barrier for the
ﬁrst centre site addition.
From the 2300 K D-atom experimental data the reaction cross-sections
for addition of D and abstraction of HD/D2 were investigated by comparing
the experimental measurements with kinetic simulations. The experimental
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data was best replicated when the cross-section for D addition are independent of the amount of available addition sites. This may indicate that the
incoming D atoms are mobile on the coronene molecule and are able to scan
the molecule for available addition sites. The simulations also suggest that
the cross-section for abstraction scales linearly with the number of sites for
abstraction, i.e., the number of excess D atoms added to the molecule.
The desorption energy was evaluated for coronene ﬁlms deuterated with
2300 K D-atoms. This analysis revealed that the deuteration of the coronene
molecule reduces binding energy from 1.78 eV at 300 amu to 1.34 eV at
348 amu and after this it increases to 1.43 eV at 360 amu. This decrease
was explained by the removal of π-electrons from the π-electron system,
as well as buckling of the coronene molecule. DFT calculations show that
hydrogenation from the bottom side of the coronene molecule is needed to
replicate the initial decrease in binding energy up to 310 amu. At higher
masses the binding energy suggests the molecule to be slightly buckled due to
single sided hydrogenation of the molecule. The increase in binding energy
at high masses could then be related to a decrease in buckling.
The hydrogenation of coronene was investigated with STM for both 2300
K and RT H-beams, to gain information about the reaction pathway. After
exposure to H-atoms parts of some molecules or whole molecules started to
appear brighter when imaged with STM. In almost all cases only the outer
parts of the molecules appeared bright, suggesting that hydrogenation at
low hydrogen ﬂuxes predominantly happens at the edge carbon atoms of
the coronene molecule. This is consistent with the TPD measurements and
DFT calculations suggesting that edge atoms get hydrogenated ﬁrst.
The deuteration of coronene through interaction with deuterated graphite
was also investigated. This showed that 0.25 ML of coronene is suﬃcient to
suppress the D desorption signal, suggesting that coronene is mobile on the
surface and can react with the adsorbed deuterium. This was conﬁrmed by
measuring the masses of the adsorbed coronene molecules and these showed
highly deuterated species. Only 8 ± 3 % of the deposited D atoms could be
accounted for, suggesting that the coronene molecules can abstract H2 from
hydrogenated graphite.
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6.2

Outlook

There are plenty of opportunities for further studies of the hydrogenation/
deuteration of PAHs and many questions still remain unanswered.
TPD measurements using 1000 K H-atoms rather than D-atoms are the
next step and this will give a greater insight in to the stable hydrogenation
states, since abstraction will not yield a mass change. This could also be
achieved by using a D beam and the deuterated coronene analogue, C24 D12 ,
which we have available. Experiments could also be done using perhydrocoronene (C24 H36 ), the fully hydrogenated coronene analogue. Here only
abstraction reactions with D will yield a change in mass, hence these can be
investigated in greater detail. However, the molecules we have available are
trans-perhydrocoronene meaning that the results might not be directly transferable to the TPD measurements presented in this thesis, since the results
presented in section 4.4 suggest the formation of slightly cis-hydrogenated
coronene. All of the above measurements could also be interesting to repeat
at lower H/D temperatures applicable to the ISM.
All of the measurements mentioned above can be compared to the previously mentioned site speciﬁc kinetic simulation algorithm under development
by one of our collaborators, Herma Cuppen from Nijmegen, Netherlands.
This will hopefully allow extraction of reaction cross-sections with higher
precision for the individual addition/abstraction sites.
Further STM measurements are also planned, where higher degrees of
hydrogenation will be investigated and DFT calculations can hopefully be
made to get a better understanding of the hydrogenation conﬁgurations.
Further STM investigations will also probe the change to the hydrogenated
graphite after exposure to coronene. This is analogous to the TPD measurements presented in section 4.5. Better submolecular resolution might also be
acquired by using other types of scanning probe microscopy, including functionalized tip STM or AFM. In functionalized tip STM/AFM a molecule,
typically CO, is adsorbed on the tip. This can yield impressive submolecular resolution and has been shown to image individual atoms in the PAH
pentacene on Cu(111) using noncontact-AFM with a CO functionalized tip
[151].
In the more distant future it would also be interesting to investigate other
PAHs than coronene to study the eﬀects of PAH size and the composition of
diﬀerent addition sites. Coronene is generally too small a PAH for the ISM,
where the average PAH is expected to contain 50 - 150 C-atoms. PAHs of
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this size can, however, not be used in our present experimental setup, where
molecular masses can only be detected up to 500 amu.
Investigating the interaction between the hydrogenated coronene and
UV light would also be a natural step forward, to simulate the eﬀects of the
high UV ﬂux in the ISM. This can be achieved by exposing hydrogenated
coronene to UV laser light. By using a pulsed laser the photoassisted desorption of H2 and/or PAH fragmentation might be directly detectable with
a QMS and the eﬀect of the UV ﬁeld on the hydrogenation process can
be investigated. These experiments would, however, require changes to the
present experimental setup.
One of the motivations for the experiments presented in this thesis and
for the experiments proposed in this outlook is to provide data for future
models of the ISM. This will require knowledge of reaction cross-sections as
a function of atomic H temperature, PAH size and UV ﬁeld, as indicated
by the suggested experiments. In order to provide proper models, better
observational data is also needed to couple it to the right experimental data.
One would need to know the gas phase temperature, the average PAH size,
the average hydrogenation level of the PAHs, the UV ﬁeld parameters and
the densities of PAHs and atomic hydrogen. Hence there are also a lot of
future observational study possibilities.
There is of course also the possibility of moving to diﬀerent reactions.
One could, for instance, investigate the interaction between atomic oxygen
and PAHs, to probe the role of PAHs in the oxygen chemistry of the ISM.
This could lead to the creation of H2 O and/or fragmentation of the carbon
skeleton to produce CO/CO2 , as observed for graphite [152]. Since we already have an atomic oxygen beam source available, these experiments could
essentially be initiated right away.

Chapter 7
Dansk resumé
Dette kapitel giver et kort resumé af denne afhandling på dansk. Formålet er at give personer uden særlig kendskab til fysik og kemi et indblik
i det videnskabelige arbejde udført i denne afhandling. Det må derfor også
forventes at visse aspekter af det præsenterede arbejde er væsentligt forsimplet.
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Figure 7.1: En illustration af naftalin, der består af 2 aromatiske ringe. Kulstofatomerne er vist i gråt og brintatomerne er vist i hvidt. I venstre side af billedet
ses en pose mølkugler indeholdende naftalin.

7.1

Polyaromatiske kulbrinter

Det arbejde der er præsenteret i denne afhandling, er fokuseret omkring en
gruppe af molekyler kaldet polyaromatiske kulbrinter eller PAH’er. Disse
molekyler består af sammenkædede aromatiske ringe, dvs. ﬂade ringe bestående af kulstofatomer med brintatomer bundet til kanterne. PAH’er dannes
blandt andet i ufuldstændige forbrændinger og ﬁndes derfor i sod, udstødning, tjære, osv. PAH’er er også med til at give den karakteristiske smag
til grillede fødevarer. Mange PAH’er er dog giftige og/eller kræftfremkaldende og man forsøger derfor at begrænse dem i udstødning. Den mindste
PAH, naftalin, består kun af 10 kulstofatomer og 8 brintatomer og er illustreret i ﬁgur 7.1. Naftalin har en meget stærk lugt og blev tidligere brugt
i mølkugler. I eksperimenterne præsenteret i denne afhandling blev PAH’en
coronen, der består af 24 kulstofatomer og 12 brintatomer, brugt. Coronen
er illustreret i ﬁgur 7.2.
PAH’er kan i vid udstrækning observeres i det interstellare medium, hvilket er området i rummet mellem alle stjernerne. PAH’er anslås at udgøre
5-20 % af alt kulstof i det interstellare medium. Man har observeret en
sammenhæng mellem dannelsen af brintmolekyler og mængden af PAH’er i
visse områder af det interstellare medium og det er derfor blevet foreslået,
at PAH’er kan katalysere dannelsen af brintmolekyler. Mængden af observerede brintmolekyler i rummet er nemlig højere, end man kan forklare ud fra
nuværende viden og man leder derfor efter katalysatorer, der kan forklare
dette. Det er med denne baggrund, at mit PhD-projekt har fokuseret på
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Figure 7.2: En illustration af coronen der er brugt til alle eksperimenterne i
denne afhandling. Coronen består af 7 aromatiske ringe. Kulstofatomerne er vist
i gråt og brinteatomerne er vist i hvidt.

sammenspillet mellem brintatomer og PAH’er.

7.2

Eksperimentelle teknikker

I de eksperimenter der ligger til grund for denne afhandling, har jeg primært
brugt to eksperimentelle teknikker: Temperatur programmeret desorption
(TPD) og skanning tunnel mikroskopi (STM).
I TPD doserer man først atomer eller molekyler på en overﬂade, så disse
binder sig til overﬂaden. Derefter opvarmes overﬂaden gradvist, indtil atomerne/molekylerne forlader overﬂaden eller desorberer. Ved at undersøge
ved hvilken temperatur dette sker, kan man få information omkring, hvor
stærkt atomerne/molekylerne er bundet til overﬂaden. I den forsøgsopstilling der er brugt i denne afhandling, blev masserne af molekylerne, der
forlader overﬂaden også målt. Derved kan vi undersøge, om molekylerne har
ændret sig på overﬂaden.
I STM bruger man en meget spids metaltip til at afbillede overﬂaden af
et materiale med en så høj opløsning, at man ofte kan se de enkelte atomer.
Dette gøres ved at måle den elektriske strøm der løber mellem tippen og
overﬂaden, når disse kommer tæt på hinanden. Tippen og overﬂaden må ikke
røre hinanden, hvilket betyder, at der ud fra klassisk fysik ikke burde løbe en
strøm. Dette sker dog alligevel på grund af et fænomen kaldet tunnelering,
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Figure 7.3: Et STM-billede af coronenmolekyler på en graﬁtoverﬂade. Coronenmolekylerne danner to forskellige mønstre. I midten ses molekyler i et sekskantet
ordnet mønster, mens der på resten af billedet ses et mere uordnet mønster, hvor
molekylerne ligger i linjer, der følger graﬁtoverﬂaden nedenunder.

der kommer fra kvantemekanikken. Tunneleringsstrømmen afhænger meget
kraftigt af afstanden mellem tip og overﬂade, hvilket betyder, at man kan
måle forskel på, om spidsen er lige over et atom eller mellem to atomer. Det
er ud fra denne tunnelringsstrøm, at man danner et billede af overﬂaden.

7.3

Resultater

I forsøgene præsenteret i denne afhandling blev coronenmolekyler deponeret
på overﬂaden af et stykke graﬁt. STM- og TPD-målingerne viste at molekylerne lægger sig ﬂadt på overﬂaden. Ved små doser lægger molekylerne
sig i linjer der følger graﬁtten, mens de ved højere doser følger et sekskantet
mønster. Dette kan ses i STM-billedet i ﬁgur 7.3, hvor begge mønstre er
til stede. Hvis ﬂere molekyler deponeres, lægger de sig ovenpå hinanden og
danner en lagkagestruktur.
Coronenﬁlmene blev også beskudt med brintatomer. TPD målingerne
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viste at det medførte at coronenmolekylerne blev tungere, da brintatomerne
bandt sig til molekylerne. Faktisk blev der målt molekyler med op til 24
ekstra brintatomer, hvilket er det maksimale antal ekstra brintatomer det
fysisk kan lade sig gøre at sætte på molekylerne. Dette skyldes at der kun kan
sættes et ekstra brintatom på hvert kulstofatom. Desuden observerede vi, at
de indkomne brintatomer kunne reagere med de brintatomer, der allerede sad
på coronenmolekylet og derved dannede brintmolekyler. Det tyder derfor på
at PAH’er kan fungere som katalysatorer for dannelsen af molekylært brint.
Der blev desuden bestemt såkaldte reaktionstværsnit, der fortæller, hvor
sandsynligt det er at brintatomerne reagerer med coronenmolekylerne. Disse
kan i fremtiden bruges i modeller til at beskrive det interstellare medium.
STM- og TPD-målinger på coronenﬁlmene efter beskydning med brintatomer indikerede også, at brintatomerne først sætter sig på kultstofatomerne
på kanten af coronenmolekylet og først derefter kan sætte sig på de midterste
kulstofatomer. Dette og mange andre observationer skulle gerne i fremtiden
hjælpe os med at få en bedre forståelse af hele sammenspillet mellem PAH’er
og brintatomer.
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[137] T. Zecho, A. Guẗtler, X. Sha, B. Jackson, and J. Kup̈pers. Adsorption of
hydrogen and deuterium atoms on the (0001) graphite surface. The Journal
of Chemical Physics, 117(18):8486, 2002.
[138] X. Sha and B. Jackson. First-principles study of the structural and energetic properties of H atoms on a graphite (0001) surface. Surface Science,
496(3):318–330, 2002.
[139] E. Habart, F. Boulanger, L. Verstraete, C. M. Walmsley, and G. P. des
Forets. Some empirical estimates of the H(2) formation rate in photondominated regions. Astronomy & Astrophysics, 414(2):531–544, 2004.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

120

[140] H. Andrews, A. Candian, and A. G. G. M. Tielens. Hydrogenation and dehydrogenation of interstellar PAHs: Spectral characteristics and H2 formation.
Astronomy & Astrophysics, Forthcoming, 2016.
[141] A. L. Skov, J. D. Thrower, and L. Hornekær. Polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons - catalysts for molecular hydrogen formation. Faraday Discussions,
168:223, 2014.
[142] J. D. Thrower, E. E. Friis, A. L. Skov, B. Jørgensen, and L. Hornekær. Hydrogenation of PAH molecules through interaction with hydrogenated carbonaceous grains. Physical Chemistry Chemical Physics, 16(8):3381–3387,
2014.
[143] C. T. Campbell and J. R. V. Sellers. Correction to "The Entropies
of Adsorbed Molecules". Journal of the American Chemical Society,
135(37):13998–13998, 2013.
[144] R. A. Alberty, M. B. Chung, and A. K. Reif. Standard Chemical Thermodynamic Properties of Polycyclic Aromatic Hydrocarbons and Their Isomer
Groups. II. Pyrene Series, Naphthopyrene Series, and Coronene Series. Journal of Physical and Chemical Reference Data, 18(1):77–109, 1989.
[145] V. Oja and E. Suuberg. Vapor pressures and enthalpies of sublimation of
polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons and their derivatives. Journal of Chemical
& Engineering Data, 9568(97):486–492, 1998.
[146] H. M. Cuppen and L. Hornekær. Kinetic Monte Carlo studies of hydrogen
abstraction from graphite. The Journal of chemical physics, 128(17):174707,
2008.
[147] P. Sautet and C. Joachim. Electronic transmission coeﬃcient for the singleimpurity problem in the scattering-matrix approach. Physical Review B,
38(17):12238–12247, 1988.
[148] P. Sautet and C. Joachim. Calculation of the benzene on rhodium STM
images. Chemical Physics Letters, 185(1-2):23–30, 1991.
[149] F. Besenbacher, E. Laegsgaard, K. Mortensen, U. Nielsen, and I. Stensgaard.
Compact, high-stability, "thimble-size" scanning tunneling microscope. Review of Scientiﬁc Instruments, 59(7):1035–1038, 1988.
[150] D. D. L. Chung. Review:
37(8):1475–1489, 2002.

Graphite.

Journal of Materials Science,

BIBLIOGRAPHY

121

[151] L. Gross, F. Mohn, N. Moll, P. Liljeroth, and G. Meyer. The Chemical
Structure of a Molecule Resolved by Atomic Force Microscopy. Science,
325(5944):1110–1114, 2009.
[152] R. Larciprete, P. Lacovig, S. Gardonio, A. Baraldi, and S. Lizzit. Atomic
Oxygen on Graphite: Chemical Characterization and Thermal Reduction.
The Journal of Physical Chemistry C, 116(18):9900–9908, 2012.

