AARHUS

NP UNIVERSITY

DEPARTMENT OF PHYSICS AND ASTRONOMY

Date: 03 12 2025
Place: 1520-731 (Sea View)
Subject: Research Committee meeting

Attendees: Lars Bojer Madsen, Karsten Riisager, Steen Brondsted Nielsen, Jan Arlt,
Michael Drewsen, Philip Hofmann, Jeffrey Hangst, Bjerk Hammer, Georg Bruun, Ul-
rik Uggerhgj, Rikke Frydenberg (Minutes)

Apologies: Hans Kjeldsen, Yong Chen

1. Updates since the last meeting (5 min)
Lars provided an update since the last meeting:

We are engaged in strategic work prompted by the research evaluation in
spring 2025.

The Research Committee has initially prepared a template for refining the
assessment criteria for future research focus areas.

At the next meeting (13 January), the Research Committee will take part
in evaluating the incoming proposals.The final product is expected to be a
recommendation to management.

In this evaluation, the Research Committee is expected to maintain a
strong focus on the department’s perspective.

We need to determine our direction as a department while remaining flex-
ible in relation to emerging opportunities.

2. Briefing from management by Ulrik Uggerhgj (30 min)

Ulrik gave a brief update on finances and the department budget.

The allocation model at NAT is under revision.

Future research areas and flagship initiatives (CERN flagship environ-
ment).

There is concern about the age profile among permanent academic staff in
Denmark with ties to CERN, and a need for strategic recruitments.

The dean has approved a job posting within CERN-related physics (with the
aim of hiring a younger researcher).

Discussion of Denmark’s contributions to CERN.

3. Idea Pipeline — brainstorming/discussion of potential ideas for strategic initia-
tives.
2025_04_10_pipeline_proces_Nat_Research_ Committees.pdf

¢ We had a short brainstorming session on potential strategic initiatives.

e Focus must be on large projects that have problems attracting external fund-
ing through the ordinary calls.

e It was mentioned that possible ideas might come from ASTRID and observa-

tional astronomy projects.
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Any proposals should be submitted via Poul Nissen (vicedean.re-
search.nat@au.dk for consideration by NAT-FEU no later than 16 January
2026.

AOB
Nomination for the Wolf Prize: Members of the Research Committee are asked
to consider potential candidates and report back directly to Lars and Rikke.



